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to the interference which his remarks were in- 


tended to repel. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 





whieh was referred to the Committee on Indian 


Atte SEVIER: resented the petition of Benja- | 
min Murphy and John Rogers; which was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, presented the peti- 
tion of John 8. Wilson; which was referred to | 
the Committee on Pensions. = ; 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Julia L. 
Weed; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the vote by which 
the report of the Committee on Pensions, adverse | 


to the memorial of Mrs. Mary W. Thompson, | 
was adopted, was reconsidered, and the report | 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. W. then presented a supplemental memo- 
rialand papers; which were ordered to be printed. | 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the report of the | 
committee was also ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of the | 
Board of Trade of the city of Baltimore, asking | 
for encouragement for the employment of boys | 
in merchant ships; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented a memorial from | 
citizens of the northern part of the State of Illi- 
nois, for the location of a land office at Mil- | 
waukee; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial of similar 
import to the foregoing; which was referred to | 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to | 
be printed. 


Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Wil- || 


liam Bayley, a major in the Revolution, asking 


for bounty land; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of the West- | 


ern Railroad Company; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of Francoise 
ee which was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a communication 
from the Governor of Michigan, relative to a 
claim for services of the militia of that State; 


which was referred to the Committee on Military || row ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for | 


Affairs. ; 
Mr. N. accompanied the peotenieises of the 

communication with the foll 

which was considered and adopted: 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs inquire 

into the expediency of providing by law for the payment 

of such of the militia of Michigan as were ordered into the 

service of the United States on the requisition of the mar- 

shal of that district, for the maintenance of the neutral 

obligations and the laws of the United States. 


Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of Noah 
Miller, for remuneration for the capture of a ves- 
sel containing clothing and supplies by the ene- 
my during the late war; which was referred. 

r. WILLIAMS, of Maine, presented the 
memorial of certain citizens of the State of Maine, 
in favor of a Congress of nations; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, to which was referred the pe- 
tition of Albin Michael, introduced a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
ronding ond the report ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Pub- 


lic Lands, to which was referred the bill granting | 


the right of way over the public lands to the Ga- 
lena and Chicago Union Railroad Company, re- 
ported the same with an amendment. 
Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of James Dut- 
ton, rted the same without amendment. 
Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 


ertain members of the Oneida tribe of Indians; || 


owing resolution; | 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 1839. 


. 


| was referred the bill providing for the establish- 
ment of the Peoria land district, reported the same 


|| without amendment, with a recommendation that 
|| the bill do not pass. 


Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 
. was referred the bill establishing a surveyor gen- 
| eral’s office for the State of Illinois, reported the 
| Same without amendment, with a recommenda- 
tion that the bill do not pass. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill authorizing the Portage 
Canal Company to enter lands at the Fox river and 
Wisconsin portage, reported the same without 
| amendment. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill to authorize the State of Ten- 
nessee to issue grants and perfect titles to certain 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| lands, &c., reported the same without amend- 


ment, with a recommendation that the bill do 
pass. 

Mr. CLAY, fromthe Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill to discontinue the office of 
surveyor general in the several districts so soon 
as the surveys therein made can be completed, for 


| ces, and to abolish the office of Solicitor of the 
Land Office; which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. 

Mr. C., from the same committee, to which was 
| referred the bill from the House supplemental to 





the act entitled **An act to grant preémption | 
|| rights to settlers on the public lands,”’ reported 


the same withoutamendment. 
| Also, the bill for the relief of Jane Waller, with- 
| out amendment. 
Also, the bill for the relief of Benjamin Parsons, 
; with an amendment. 


On motion by Mr. KING, it was 


|| Ordered; That the Committee on Commerce be discharged 


from the further consideration of the resolutions of the 
| General Assembly of the State of Illinois in relation to a 
| survey of the Northern and Western lakes. 


Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pen- 
| sions, to which were referred the petitions of 
‘|| Amasa Brown and John R. Midwinter, made un- 
favorable reports thereon. 

On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, the petition 
| of Timothy Powers, on the files of last session, 
were again referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 





| 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
‘| Mr. LINN gave notice that he would to-mor- 


the defense of the Western frontier. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


|| Mr. FOSTER, on leave, and in pursuance of 
|| notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of An- 
drew J. Johnston, and Samuel Love; which was 
il read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
|| Claims. 

Mr. PRESTON, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of the 





heirs of John De Treville, deceased; which was | 


read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 


BILLS, ETC., REFERRED. 


| The following resolutions and bills from the | 


|| House of Representatives were severally read the 
first and second time: 

Resolution for the relief of the heirs of Charles 
Brown, déceased. 

Resolution for the relief of the heirs-at-law of 
Captain Frederick M. Bell, deceased; and sever- 
ally referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. , : 

The bill for the relief of Levi Chadwick was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims. jp 
\| ‘The resolution authorizing an examination and 

payment of the claims of the workmen on the 
public buildings was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Buildings. 

The bill for the relief of Messrs. Smith and 

Town was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
\| mittee on Finance. 








abolishing land offices under certain circumstan- | 
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The bill to authorize the issuing of,a register 
to Anthony C. Meneghatty, for the sloop Sarah, 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


GRANTS TO'POLISH EXILES. 


Mr. YOUNG said that some days since the 
Senate, at his motion, had adopted a resolution 
of inquiry, whether the conditions on which cer- 

_ tain grants of land in Illinois were made to Polish 
exiles had been complied with; and a response 
had been given by the Department, which was 
printed, and was now lying on our tables. It 
seemed from this document, that a selection had 
been made by the agent of the exiles; but it had 
not been confirmed by the Department. They 
were allowed, by the terms of the grant, to select 
thirty-six sections from three contiguous town- 
ships, upon condition that they would go upon 
the lands, and occupy them for ten consecutive 
years, at the end of which time they were to re- 
ceive patents upon the payment of $1 25 per acre, 
the minimum price of the Government; that four 
years and upwards of the time limited had gone 
by, and that there was not, according to the in- 
formation he had received, a single Polish exile 
in that part of the country. He further remarked 
that the agent of these exiles had so located their 
claim as to include eighteen miles on each side of 
Rock river, embracing the finest portion of the 
country, and in many instances interfering with 
the improvements of the settlers, who would be 
greatly prejudiced by a confirmation of the selec- 
tions of land as made by the agent; that another 
difficulty had occurred by the location of several 
floating Indian reservations on a part of these 

same lands; which, having been approved by the 
President, further legislation had become neces- 
sary to enable all the parties concerned to under- 
stand their respective rights under the circum- 
stances alluded to; that, in his judgment, whatever 
right these exiles may have had to an exclusive 
occupancy of these lands, under the act of Con- 
gress passed for their benefit in 1834, that that 
right had become forfeited by reason of their fail- 
ure to comply with the conditions of the act, in 
not occupying the lands, as is required. He con- 
cluded by moving a reference of the report to the 
| Committee on Public Lands; which was agreed 
to. 


REDEMPTION OF NOTES. 


|| _ The report of the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, on the memorial of the corporate au- 
| thorities of Georgetown for an extension of time 


| to redeem their small notes, viz., that the prayer 
of the memorial be rejected, was agreed to. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


The Senate took up, as the special order, the 
| bill to provide for the graduation and reduction 
| of the price of the public lands; the question being 
| on the motion of Mr. Rives to postpone the bill 
| indefinitely. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WEBSTER 
and MORRIS, the question was taken; and the 
motion of indefinite postponement was lost—yeas 
23, nays 27; as follows: 


_  YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Ciay of Kentucky, 
| Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Morris, Pren- 
| tiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, 
| pence, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Wall, Webster, and 
Williams of Maine—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Cuthbert, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norveil, Pierce, 

Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of f ndiana, 
} 


' 
{ 
j 


‘| Tipton, Walker, White, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, 
and Young—27, 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, submitted an amend- 
|| ment to make the operations of the bill commence 
| on the Ist of May, 1839, instead of December, 
'| 1838; which was d to. 
‘|| Mr. MORRIS offered a substitute to the bill, 
|| by way of amendment, to strike out all after the 
|| enacting clause, and insert a new bill containing 
|| two sections: the first providing for the abso- 
| lute cession of all the lands that have been twenty 

years in the market to the States in which they 


} 
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lie, to dispose of them in such manner and at such 
prices as the Legislatures of said States may think | 
proper; and the second section, that a like ces- 
sion shall be made in future, on the first day of 
January in each coming year, as shall then have 
been twenty years in market. 

After some remarks from Mr. M. in support 
of this amendment, and from Mr. CLAY, of Al- 
abama, in reply, 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, the Senate 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 14, 1839. 


Mr. CRAIG moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Larkin Smith was ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr. C. said his own opinion in favor of the bill 
remained unshaken; but he had submitted the 
motion at the desire of others. 

The motion was entered, to be taken up when 
the private orders shall be next reached. 


DEFALCATION OF SWARTWOUT. 


Mr. HARLAN, premising an intimation that 
it appeared as if the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. CamBrecene] had abandoned his motion to 
raise a select committee to inquire into the defal- 
eations of Samuel Swartwout, he (Mr. H.) moved 
now to proceed to its consideration. If it was 
intended to adopt the resolution, it should be 
adopted at once; if it was intended to abandon it, 
let the country know that determination. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, objected to 
the consideration of the subject at this ume, pre- 
fering its taking the usual course. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that, as the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Harvan] had 
intimated a design on the part of Mr. C. to aban- 
don the resolution, he begged leave to say that, 
from first to last, he (Mr. C.) had not occupied ten 
minutes upon it, whereas the gentleman’s friends 
had occupied whole days. 

Mr. HARLAN did not press the motion. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Resolutions were then called for, in the reverse 
order, commencing with the Territories. 
Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, moved a sus- 


pension of the rules for the purpose of setting || 


apart a day for the consideration of the resolu- 
tions offered by him this day fortnight, in relation 
to the Mississippi election case, and asked for the 
yeas and nays. 

Both requests were refused almost unani- 
mously. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, offered the 
following resolutions: 


Resolved, That it was the intention of the framers of the 
Coustitution, and the expectation of the people, that the 
Congress of the United States should ake and enact laws 
for the gencral good and welfare of the nation, and to pro- 
mote the prosperity aud happiness of the people; and 
whereas, instead of making and enacting laws tor the gen- 
eral good and welfare of the nation, and to promote the 

rosperity and happiness of the people, the Congress of the 

Jnited States seems to be assembled for the purpose of ob- 
taining power for those who are out, and of retaining it for 
those who are in office, thereby contravening the great ob- 
ject and intention of the framers of the Constitution and the 
just expectation of the people: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That we proceed to the dispatch of the 
public and private business of the nation and the people, 
by enacting such laws as will redound to the best interests 
of the nation, and by the passage of such bills for private 
claimants as justice and right demand. 

Resolved, further, If it is intended not to act upon the 
»ublic and private business for which we were assembled, 
o only to remain here for the purpose of making speeches, 
that Congress ought to be forthwith adjourned, and that the 
people should hereafter elect members to Congress who will 
work more and talk less. 


Mr. McCLURE moved that the resolutions be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the question of con- 
sideration. This (Mr. A. said) he would not 


have done, if there was not a precedent of a de- | 
cision last week upon a petition offered by him- || 


self, refusing the reception of that petition on the 


— that it was disrespectful to the House. | 


f that petition was disrespectful to the House, 
these resolutions, he maintained, were much more 
so. Therefore it was that he asked the question 
of consideration. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, (amidst some 
confusion,) was understood to deny that the res- 
olutions were disrespectful to the erie and to 
say that he held himself responsible to any gen- 
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‘tleman who considered himself aggrieved by 
| them. 

Mr. DUNCAN and Mr. McCLURE rose at 
the same time to make some remarks, the latter 
gentleman expressing himself desirous to explain 
the reasons for the motion he had made. 


The SPEAKER said the question of consider- | 
ation was not debatable, and read the rule appli- | 


cable to it. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, demanded the 


yeas and nays on the question of consideration; 
which were ordered. 


The question of consideration being taken, there 
were—yeas 67, nays 93; as follows: ‘ 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Atherton, Bicknell, Bron- 
son, Buchanan, Casey, Chaney, Cheatham, Cleveland, 
Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, Da- 
vies, Deberry, De Graff, Elmore, Farrington, Isaac Fletch- 

| er, Gallup, Goode, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hamer, Hawkins, 

| Haynes, Heony, Herod, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Ing- 
ham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel 

| Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Logan, McKay, Abra- 
ham McClellan, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 
Calvary Morris, Noble, Parmenter, Parris, Petrikin, Potter, 
John H. Prentiss, Richardson, Sheffer, Sheplor, Spencer, 
Stone, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Towns, Vail, Vanderveer, 
Oa Weeks, Sherrard Williams, and Jared W. Wil- 
liams—- 67. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Acrigg, Banks, 
Beatty, Biddle, Boon, Borden, Brodhead, William B. Cal- 
houan, John Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Chapman, Cor- 
win, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Daw- 
son, Dromgoole, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, 
Fillmore, Fry, Rice Garland, James Graham, Grantland, 
Graves, Grennell, Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hotfman, Holsey, 

+ Willian H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, Henry 
Johnson, William C. Johnsou, Kennedy, Legare, Loomis, 
Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, James M. Mason, Sampson Mason, 
May, Robert McClellan, McClure, MeKennan, Menefee, 


Mercer, Murray, Naylor, Noyes, Parker, Pearce, Peck, | 


Phelps, Potts, Pratt, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Rives, Rob- 


ertson, Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sergeaut, | 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, | 
Snyder, Stewart, Thomas, Toucey, Albert S. White, Lewis || 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, || 


Wise, Word, Yell, and Yorke—93. 


So the House refused now to consider the res- 
olutions. 


the Chair whether the resolutions would not come 


| up regularly in their order ? 
The SPEAKER said that was a question for | 


_ the consideration of the House. The resolutions 
having been presented, were now on the Speak- 
er’s table, subject to the order of the House. 
Mr. WISE rose, and read the following letter: 
New York, January 10, 1839. 
My pear Sir: I hope you will pardon the liberty | am 
about to take in addressing to you this communication, and 
sincerely hope that the subject of it may be deemed of suf- 
| ficient iinportance to meet your early consideration. A 
difficulty of an extremely aggravating and painful nature 
has been some time pending between Commodore J. D. El- 


liott, late commander in-chief of the Mediterranean squad- | 


ron, and myself ; and although [ have repeatedly demanded 


action on the charges I have lodged against him, I regret to || 


say as yet no notice has been taken of those demands. The 


point at issue, it appears to me, (and must appear so to | 
every reflecting miud,) involves matter of the highest im- || 
portance to the naval service of the United States. The || 


decision of this question will determine whether officers in 
future are tamely and quietly to submit to outrage and in- 


s kt from a superior, and, agreeably to the regulations of || 


the Navy, receive redress from the Department, or whether 


they are to take it into their own bands. I have demanded | 
the trial of Commodore Elliott for a most violent, unpro- | 
voked, and insulting outrage upon my feelings, committed 


publicly on a race course near Port Mahon, Island of Mi- 
norea, in the presence and hearing of several thousand 
spectators. I have appealed tothe Department for justice, 
and te only justice [ have received is a trial upon thas 
appeal on two different sets of charges preferred by the 
commander-in-chief ; upon both of which Faave been fully 
and honorably acquitted. My wish is that Commodore 
Elliott may be brought before a court of inquiry for his gen- 
eral conduct while commander-in-chief of the Mediterra- 
nean squadron ; and that the proceedings of the two courts 
by which I have been tried, and upon which my charges 
against him are grounded, may be called for by Congress. 
This, it appears to me, is at present the only effectual mode 
of bringing the matter to a final 2nd just issue ; and I sin- 
cerely hope that (if your other duties will admit of it) you 
will lend me your aid on this occasion. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. G. HUNTER. 

Hon. Henry A. Wise, Washington. 


In connection therewith, Mr. W. offered the 
following resolution: 


| 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
furnish this House with certain charges heretofore preferred 
| by C. G. Hunter, of the United States Navy, ooninat Cap- 
tain J. D. Elliott, of “* most violent, insulting outrages upon 
the feelings and rights of said Hunter, on a race-course, 
near Port Mahon, Island of Minorca,’’ and of general mis- 
conduct while commander-in-chief of the Mediterranean 
| squadron, and to furnish the reasons, if any, why the De- 
| partment has not heretofore ordered a court of inquiry to 
|| sit upon said charges against said Elliott; and to furnish, 
| also, copies of the prdceedings of the two courts of inquiry 
which were ordered to try certain charges preferred by said 
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Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, inquired of | 





i Elliott against said Hunter, upon which said Hunter was 


acquitted, and upon which the charges of sai 
\| against said Elliott were founded. ™ said Hunter 


| ‘The SPEAKER said that the resolutio 
| regularly. lie over one day. 

|| Mr. WISE asked its consideration now, 

|| Mr. CRARY suggested an amendment, pro 
posing an inquiry into the circumstances atte;d. 
| Ing the presentation of a certain service of plat 
‘| to Commodore Elliott. _ 
| The SPEAKER said the House had not yo 
| determined to consider the resolution. - 
| And objection being made, 

| Mr. WISE moved a suspension of the 
which motion was agreed to, 


n would, 


rule; 
The resolution was considered and adopted 
pted, 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Petitions and memorials were presented, oy 
leave, by the following gentlemen: 

Mr. MARTIN, of Alabama, presented the pe- 
|| tition of John 8. Wilson; which was referred to 
'| the Committee on Private Land Claims, 

|| Messrs. HAYNES and TOWNS, of Georcia 

[Mr. Haynes presented a fetition. Also, a cer. 
tain joint resolution of the Legislature of tha 
| State, in relation to post routes; which was re. 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads. 

Mr. Towns presented joint resolutions of the 
Legislature of the same State, asking compensa- 
tion for the services of certain militia; which 
| were referred to the Committee on Military Af. 
| fairs. 

ee BEIRNE, GARLAND, MALLory, 
and MERCER, of Virginia. 

Mr. GALLUP, of New York, presented the 
petition of Major Hoffman and others, officers of 
the United States Army, praying that the officers 
of the line of said Army may be placed upon an 
equal footing with the officers of the several staff 
| corps. Also, the petition of John M. King, for 
relief in the matter of his bounty land. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, presented the 
| petition of Anne Royal; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 

Messrs. DAVIES, SERGEANT, and Me- 
CLURE, of Pennsylvania. 

{[Mr. McCuore presented the petition of J. M. 
Foltz, for the pay of a surgeon from 7th June, 
1836, to the 9th March, 1837; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. Also, 
the petition and documents of John Stigleman, 
; a soldier of the late war; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Also, papers 
relative to the claim of John Smith; which were 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
|| Claims. ] 

Mr. HALEY, of Connecticut. 
Mr. HOWARD, of Maryland. 
Messrs. HAMER and GIDDINGS, of Ohio. 
Messrs. RARIDEN and EWING, of Indiana. 
| Mr. TILLINGHAST, of Rhode Island. 
Mr.CHAPMAN, of lowa Territory, presented 
|| certaih printed acts of the Legislative Council of 
said Territory. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


i Mr. MERCER gave notice that he would ask 
'| leave to introduce a bill to alter the mode of ap- 
|| pointing certain officers of the United States, and 
| for other purposes. 

Mr. HENRY vave notice that when bill No. 
'| 696, to establish a board of commissioners to ex- 
1 amine and decide certain claims against the Uni- 
| ted States, should be called up, he would offeras 
an amendment the following additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act 


shall be and remain in full force and virtue for two years 
from the 4th day of March next, but no longer. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MASON, of Ohio, on leave heretofore 
given, introduced a bill to repeal the second sec- 
tion of the act ‘* toextend the time of locating 
Virginia land warrants,’’ and to return the sur- 

veys thereon to the General Land Office; which 
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was referred to a select committee of three. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a printed statement of the receipts 
and expenditures. 


Also, a communication from the Commissioner 
of Patents, inclosing his annual report. 
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RESOLUTIONS—AGAIN. 


The SPEAKER called over the States for res- || 
olutions; when the following were presented: 


On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, of lowa Ter- || 
ritory, 1t was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire what probable proportion of the public 
jands remain unoccupied and unsold, in consequence of not 
granting preémption on timbered land. in conjunction with 
prairie ; and whether any considerable number of the actual 
settlers intended to be brought within the provisions of the 
jJate preémpuon law, have been, or are liable to be, ex- 
cluded. That said committee inquire into the expediency 
of amending the preémption law so that all who have set- 
tled, or shall hereafter settle, may purchase timbered land 
and prairie in conjunction, if they desire. 


On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, of Iowa, it 


was {| 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the 
Territory of lowa a quantity of land, whereon the seat of | 
government thereof may be located. 


On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, of Iowa, it 


was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be || 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making a fur- | 
ther appropriation for the improvement of the Des Mc ines || 
and Rock river rapids, in the Mississippi river. 


On motion of Mr. DOTY, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to | 
communicate to the House of Representatives a copy of the |) 
report and survey of the Neenah or Fox river, of Green | 
bay, made by Mr. J. B. Pettival, under the direction of the 
topographical bureau, and also such information as he may 
have of the route of a canal from Fond du Lac to Rock 
river, and to the Wisconsin. | 


On motion of Mr. DOTY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed | 
to inqu're into the expediency of declaring Green bay and | 
Milwaukee ports of entry; and of making an appropriation || 
for placing buoys at the entrance of the channel of the 
Neenah or Fox river; and that the report of Lieutenant J. 
T. Homans, contained in the document No. 24, of the doc- 
uments of this session, be referred to the said committee. 


On motion of Mr. DOTY, it was 


Resolved, That the Con mittee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the necessity of changing and limiting to | 
shorter periods the tenure of office of the Governor, Sec- || 
retary, members of the Legislative Assembly, judges, at- 
torney, and marshal of the ‘Territory of Wisconsin ; and 
of defining by law the commencement and termination of | 
the term of service of the Delegate for said Territory in the | 
House of Representatives. 


On motion of Mr. DOTY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establish ng a general sys- 
tem of internal improvements in the Territory of Wiscon- | 
sin, and of providing such means as may be required to 
carry the same into effect. 


On motion of Mr. CRARY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation | 
for the improvement of the harbor of Mackinac, according | 
to the recommendation of Lieutenant Thomas, of the | 
Navy. 


On motion of Mr. YELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of confirming to | 
Major Henry Wilson, certain tracts of land, purchased by | 
him in the State of Arkansas. 


Mr. MILLER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which, under the rule, lies over one day: | 


Resolved, That the select committee appointed on the | 
subject of the public lands, be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of granting to each of the States of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Mich- | 
igan, and Missouri, a quantity of land to be applied to the | 
construction of works of internal improvement within those 
States respectively; which land, so granted, with what 
each of those States have heretofore received (if any) from | 
the United States for such purposes, shall make the entire | 
grant to each equal to that heretofore granted to the State | 
of Ohio. 


On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- | 
structed to inquire into the state of the military defenses on | 
the western frontier of the United States, and into the ex- 
pediency of adopting for the protection of said frontier an 
adequate system of defense; and that the said committee 
be further instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation to enable the United States Gov- 
ernment to carry into effect such system of defense on said 
frontier as may be adopted for its permanent protectiun and | 

} 


| 





security. 


On motion of Mr. HARRISON, it was 
Resolved, That the select committee on steamboats be 


’ instructed to inquire into the expediency of so as 


the act reguiating steamboats and other vessels propel! 
by steam so as to require all engineers, before they shail be 
lowed to act as such, to be examined by a competent 
board of persons appointed for that purpose, a 
being found qualified, shall obtain a certificate to that effect. 
That they further inquire into the expediency, also, of re- 
quiring all pilots of steamboats and other vessels propelled 
steam to be examined in like manner, and if found qual- 
upon such examination, shall also obtain a certificate 


THE 


| 


} 


| 


of his qualifications. That they further inquire into the 
propriety of amending said act sous to prohibit any person 
from acting as captain or commander of any steamboat, 


|; until he shall have served at least two years in said busi- 


ness ; also, into the expediency of requiring every appli- 
cant, before examination, to bring forward testimonials of 
his sober, moral, and industrious habits. That the Commit- 
tee on Commerce inquire into the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws relative to debenture, as to allow drawbacks 


| upon goods employed in the trade from Missouri and Arkan- 


sas to Santa Fé and other provinces of Mexico. 


On motion of Mr. LYON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of changing the time of holding the 
full term of the circuit court of the United States for the 
southern district of Alabama to a later and more healthy 


|| Season of the year, so as to prevent a failure of the courts. 


On motion of Mr. CRABB, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for continuing the present mail facilities 
to the people of the United States. 


On motion of Mr. CRABB, it was 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be instructed to | 


report to this House what amount of funds, in addition to 
the proceeds of the Post Office Department, will be neces- 
sary to continue, during the present vear, the mail facilities 
on the present establishment of that Department ; and also, 
to report to this House what reduction in said mail facili- 
ties he has ordered, and whether such reductions have been 
general in any part of the Union, in due proportion to the 


facilities heretofore extended to the different States respect- 


ively. 


On motion of Mr. CASEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- | 


lishing a post route from Shelbyville, in Shelby county, by 
Walker’s settlement, to East Nelson, in said county, State 
of Illinois. 


On motion of Mr. RARIDEN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting and 
passing a joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of 
Public Lands, upon proper eases made out, to issue dupli- 


' eate bounty land warrants, when the originals have been 


lost or destroyed. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of amending so much of the 
act ** making appropriations for the improvementof certain 
harbors therein mentioned for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-six, and for other purposes,” approved 
July 4, 1836, as prescribes the plan for constructing the har- 


bor at Michigan city, so as to authorize the Secretary of | 


War to determine the plan of the same. 


On*motion of Mr. BOON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be | 


instructed [2 inquire into the expediency of abolishing the 
duty on alum salt. 


On motion of Mr. EWING, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of chang- 
ing the mail route from Green Castle, Putnam county, to 
Bowling Green, Clay county, Indiana, so as to pass trom 


Manhattan, through the town of Pleasant Garden, in said | 
county of Putnam; also, into the expediency of providing F 


fixed, uniform rules for the government and guidance of the 
Post Office Department in the establishment of post offices, 


in lieu of a discretionary power now exercised on this point. | 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, | 


it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be | 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of making a grant 
of lands to the State of Louisiana, to aid in the construc- 


tion of the various works of internal improvements passing | 


through the lands of the United States in which the said 
State is engaged. 


On motion of Mr. SHEPLOR, it was 


Resolved, That the standing Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads be, and they are hereby, instructed to 


inquire into the expediency of establishing a mail route | 


from Bethlehem, in Stack county, Ohio, by way of Medina, 
to [lliria, in Lorain county. 


On motion of Mr. HAMER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a hy- 
drographical bureau in the Navy Departinent. 


On motion of Mr. GOODE, it was’ 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill | 


authorizing the State of Ohio to purghase the United States’ 


alternate section on the Miami canal, in the State of Ohio, | 


and on so much of the Maumee canal as lies in the State 
of Ohio, at $2 50 per-acre. 


On motion of Mr. GOODE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amend- | 
ing the Senate bill now before them, for the relief of Allen | 
Hamilton, Hiram Todd, and Cyrus Taylor, as to insert the | 


name of Jacob Haas, so as to entitle him to the provisions | 


of said bill. 
On motion of Mr. MAURY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of so amending the law allow- 
ing compensation for horses or other property delivered 
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over to the United States by the volunteers in Florida, as 
to embrace cases in which such delivery was made without 
the order of the gommanding general, or other commanding 

v - 


| officer. 


| 


On motion of Mr. MAURY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of extending the provisions of 
the third section of an act, approved March |, 1837, enti- 
ted © An act making approprations for the support of the 
Army for the year 1836, and for other purposes,”’ to all the 
companies of volunteers and mounted men whose services 
were accepted by the Governor of ‘Tennessee, and who 
were called into service under requisitions from the Seecre 
tary of War, or from generals commanding the troops of the 
United States, at any ume during the year 1826. 


On motion of Mr. CHEATHAM, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency Of 
so amending the law in relation to the franking privileges of 
members ot Congress, as to curtail the privilege to sixty 
days before and after the rise of each session of Congress ; 
aud further, to inquire into the expediency of curtailing an¢ 
limiting the exercise of the franking privileges ef the vari 
ous officers of the Executive Departments. 


On motion of Mr. TURNER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law forthe payment of commutation pay (o the heirs of Cap- 
tain Stephen Merritt; and that said committee also inquire 
into the expediency of providing by law for the payment at 
commutauon pay to the heirs of Captain Jiles Raines ; and 
that the accompanying papers be reterred to the said com- 
mittee. 


On motion of Mr. J. L. WILLIAMS, it was 


¢ 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen 
sions inquire into the expediency of repealing the act of 
Congress of the 6th of April, 1838, which provides in cer 
tain cases for the payment of pensioners at the Treasury 
Department. 


On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, it was 


Resolved, Thatthe claims of Miles W. Dickey and James 
H. McClure and Company be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


On motion of Mr. GRANTLAND, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making provision 
by law, during the present session, for the payment of the 
troops called into service by the Governor of Georgia, to 
repel the invasion of the Indians in the vicinity of the Oka- 
finoka swamp, and the expenses incident thereto; and that 
a letter from the Executive of Georgia to the delegation 
from the State, inclosing one from the Acting Secretary of 
War on that subject, be referred to the same committee. 


On motion of Mr. McCLELLAN, of New 
York, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the propriety of granting 
a pension to Nancy Williams, widow of David Williams, 
one of the captors of Major André. 


_ Mr. KEIM offered the following joint resolu- 
tion; which was read twice and committed: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring herein,) That the joint 
committee on the Smithsonian bequest be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of establishing a professurship of the 
German language as a part of the literary instruction in the 
intended Smithsonian Institution. 


Mr. CUSHING said that he was constrained 
by circumstances, and by the questions raised in 
various quarters touching his conduct here in the 
matter of the public lands, to submit a proposi- 
tion on the subject, which he would have pee- 
ferred to offer at some other time, when his views 
might be accompanied with proper explanations 
and statements, but which he would now submit, 
to go, with other propositions on the subject, into 
the hands of the select committee: 


Resolved, That, for the purpose of relieving the whole 
people of the United States from the inconveniences at 
tending the present relation of the Federal Government to 
the Federal domain, and at the sanie time securing to the 
old and new States alike their just and lawful rights therein, 
the select committee on the public lands be instructed to 
consider the expediency of providing for the division of the 
said domain among the several States of the Union, acecord- 
ing to the following principles, viz: 

1. To ascertain the quantity of said domain of which the 
title is complete in the United States by the extinction of 
the Indian occupancy, distinguishing the respective States 
or Territories in which the same is, and classifying the 
same according to iis quality and value. 

2. To fix and establish a just and equitable rule or ratio 
for measuring the interest of the several States, respective- 
ly, in the said domain, allowing, as far as may be, equal- 
ized shares thereof, in quantity and ‘n value, te each and 
all of the said States; the whole subject, however, to the 
reservations in favor of the new States now existing by law. 

3. To make partition of said domain among the individ- 
ual States, by cession and assignment from the United 
States, to the said respective States in severalty, and in 
equalized shares, 20 as above limited, measured, and as- 
“a. 

4. To distribute and apportion said shares in such wise 
that the share ceded and ned to any of those of the 
States in which the said demain partly lies shall consist, in 
part or in whole, of lands within its own State limits, thus 
immediately extinguishing the title of the United States 
therein so far forth, and vesting the saine in the said State. 
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qv hich was considered and rejected: 
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5. ‘To arrange and apportion the said shares so that the 


or attorney in the prosecution of any claim against the Gov- 








_ January 14, 


_ inquire into the expediency of allowing the claim of Lewis 


uterest in the soil of auy one State, to be acquired by any || ernment of the United States, during the pendency of said || Webb, for services as an officer in the war of the Revoly 
Other State or States, in virtue of said partition and ces- || claim before either House of Congress, or before any of the sl 
sions, shall be confined to one of more, The smallest num- || Departments, agents, or officers of the Government. 


ber of such other States consistent with the observance of || / . : 
the assumed equal ratio of distribution. |“ On motion of Mr. CARTER, it was 


6. To regulate and define, by organic law incorporated 
in the acts of cession, the relative rights and powers over 
the lands assigned to one State within the limits of another, 
which shall be possessed and exercised by each of the said 
States, 

7. Ta make, repeat, and continue the said equal partition 
of the Federal domain by successive graduated allotments, 
under the direction of Congress, until the whole interest of 
the United States therein be completely extinguished, and 
vested in the several States. 


Mr. CRAIGsubmitted the following resolution; 


Resolved, That the first Tuesday in February next be set 
apart for the consideration of House bill No. 546, entitled 
“A bill granting an additional quantity of land for the loca- 
tion of revolutionary bounty land warrants ;’’ the said bill 
to take precedence of all other business on that day. 


Mr. MORGAN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and rejected: 


Resolved, That from and after Monday, the 2ist instant, 
the hour of the meeting of this House shall be 11 o’clock, | 
a. m. 


On motion of Mr. ADAMS, it was | 


Resolved, That the powers of Congress being conferred by 
the Constitution of the United States, no resolution of this 
House can add to or deduct from them. 


Mr. KING submitted the following resolution; 
which was rejected: 


Resolved, That the bill (No. 696) reported at last Session | 
to establish a board of commissioners to examine and de- 
cide certain claims against the United States, be made the 
special order of the day for next Friduy week, and every 
succeeding Friday thereafter, until said bill is disposed of. 


On motion of Mr. CURTIS, it was 


Resoloed, That the communications made to this Housre 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, relating to the detalea- 
tion of Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the port of New 
York, in compliance with two resolutions of this House, 
adopted on the 3lst December last, which communications, 
among other things, express the opinion of the Secretary of 
the Treasury in respect to the manner in which the late 
naval officer of the port of New York discharged the duties 
of bis office, and from which communications, among other 
things, it also appears that the official surety bond for the 
second term of office of the said Swartwout, commencing 
in March, 1834, required by law to be filed within three 
months thereatter, was wot filed with the Comptroller of || 
the Treasury until the year 1637, be added to, and printed 
with document No. 13, relating to the same subject, here- 
tofore ordered to be printed. 


Mr. JENIFER submitted the following reso- || 
lution; which, under the rule, lies over one day: | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making compen- | 
sation to Samuel Atchison, for an injury sustained while at 
work on the public buildings. 


Mr. KENNEDY submitted the following res- 
olution; which was réad and rejected: 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to inquire, 
into the expediency of establishing a naval school or acad- 
emy for the education of young men intended for the naval 
service of the United States; and that said committee be 
authorized, if they should deem it proper, to report a plan 
for the orgunization of such an academy, the most eligible 
site for the same, and such oiher matters relating thereto 
as they may think necessary to be brought to the consider- 
ion of this House. 


On motion of Mr. YELL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of reviving the act of 
1830, authorizing the soldiers of the late war to surrender 








vation, and to select others in lieu thereof. 


On motion of Mr.WILLIAMS, of New Hamp- | 


shire, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
extending the mail route now terminating at Pingreyville, 
New Hampshire. | 


On motion of Mr. LOGAN, it was 


Resolved, That five thousand extra copies be printed of | 
the report of the select committee on a nationai foundery. 


On motion of Mr. BRONSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making appro- | 
priations for the following purposes: to construct a road | 
from Jacksonville to the river St. Mary’s, in Florida; to | 
build a bridge over the Bayou, between Pensacola and the | 
navy-yard. And also, into the propriety of directing the ap- 
propriations made by law, for the construction of a common | 
road from St. Augustine to Picolata, and repairing the bridge 
over the St. Sebastian, for said purpose; and of authoriz- 
ing its use by the railroad company on the same route. 


On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, it was | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of bringing in a bill | 
prohibiting any clerk or other officer of either House of | 
Congress, or any person holding any office or appointment | 
under the Government of the United States, acting as agent | 


| 

| 

j 

their military bounty lands, where they are unfit for culti- | 
} 

' 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be, and are hereby, instructed to inquire into the 


expediency of establishing a mail route from Regusville, via | 

| Grassy Springs and Russellville, to the mouth of Chucky | 

| river, in the State of Tennessee, and establish a post office 
at Grassy Springs and Russellville. 


On motion of Mr. MASON, of Virginia, it was || 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
, establishing the tollowiug post routes in Virginia, viz: From 


tidgeville, on the northwestern turnpike road, in Hamp- 
shire county, to Hazard Forge, and thence by Williamsport, 
to Ridgeville; and from Ridgeville to Sheely Mil], in same 
county, and thence by Paddytown to Ridgeville. 


On motion of Mr. DE GRAFF, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 


| structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing com- 


pensation to William D. Jones, Esq., the American consul 
at the city of Mexico, for services rendered during his resi- 
dence in that place. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of authorizing accurate sur- 


| veys and charts to be made of such parts of Lakes Ontario, 


Huron, Erie, Michigan, and Superior, and the rivers and 
straits connecting the same, and the bays and harbors 
thereof, as lie within the boundaries of the United States. 


On motion of Mr. TOUCEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of confirming the 
estates of all persons claiming an interest in land by a title 
originating under a Spanish grant, permit, or order of sur- 
vey, and derived from conveyances which have been exe- 


cuted in good faith and for a valuable consideration, subse- | 


quent to an act of Congress relinquishing the title of the 


|| United States to such land, notwithstanding it since may 


have been ascertained that the original grant, permit, or 
order of survey upon which such act was predicated, was 
antedated or fraudulent. 


On motion of Mr. CHILDS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 


for filing in the supreme court of the State of New York, a | 


transcript of all the judgments rendered in the district courts 
of the United States for the State of New York. 


On motion of Mr. ALLAN, of Vermont, it was | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing a sur- 
vey of the sand bar in Lake Champlain, betweer the towns 
of Milton and South Hero, for the purpose of erecting a 
pie on the said bar between said Milton ang South 

ero. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of New York, it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of authorizing the purchase of 
a suitable number of copies of Jones’s Digest and Tariff, 
for the use of the offices connected with the customs. 


On motion of Mr. PARKER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 


| structed to report a bill allowing costs to be taxed against 


the United States, in all suits commenced by the United 
States, in which verdicts shall be given in favor of the de- 


fendants, and in which the United States, if successful in | 
| the suit, would recover costs against the defendants. 


On motion of Mr. PRATT, it was 


Resolved, That the Coinmittee of Ways and Means be 


| instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
| directing the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to furnish all the 
| banks from which he may require returns of their condition, 


with blank copies, so as to insure uniformity in such re- 


| turns. 


On motion of Mr. MENEFEE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
pensions to James Hughes, of Montgomery county, Ken- 
tucky, and James Christy and Archibald Ramey, of Morgan 
county, Kentucky ; and of increasing the pensions of John 
Chadwick, of Greenup county, Kentucky; Joseph Smothers 
and Thomas Lewis, of Morgan county, Kentucky ; John 
Beatty, of Montgomery county, Kentucky; and Robert 
Kinkead, of Bath county, Kentucky; all soldiers of the 
Revolution. 


On motion of Mr. TOWNS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting a bill making it the duty of postmasters, upon the 
deposit of letters containing money, bills of exchange, or 
other valuable papers, to be forwarded by the due course 
of mail, to give a certificate or receipt of the same, 


On motion of Mr. J. L. WILLIAMS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of repealing the act of Con- 
gress of the 6th of April, 1832, which provides, in certain 
cases, for the payment of pensioners at the Treasury De- 
partment. 


On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, it was 


Resolved, That the claims of Miles W. Dickey and James 
H. McClure & Co., be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion of Mr. HARLAN, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 


tion. 


|| Onmotion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Car. 
| olina, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Marion Court-House, in South 
| Carolina, by Potato Red Ferry, to Conway borough, in the 
| same State. 


, On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Car- 
| olina, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
|| establishing a post route to Louisville, in Surry county 
} North Carolina. : ; 


_ On motion of Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
| | be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
& pension agency at Salem, North Carolina. 
| 


| On motion of Mr. SAWYER, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 

| to inquire into the expediency of establishing buoys in the 
| waters of Pamlico, Crowatan, and Albemarle sounds, and 
Chowan river. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of permitting agricultural publications in the magazine, 
pamphlet, or other form, to be conveyed by mail free of 

| postage, or chargeable with newspaper postage only, 


| On motion of Mr. McKAY, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
| Structed to inquire into the expediency of either prohibiting 
\*officers of the United States from selling or exchanging 

public funds in their hands for the purpose of profit, or of 
|| providing that the profit or premium received shall accrue 
to the Government. 


On motion of Mr. SAWYER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of prescribing by 
| law some limitation to claims against the Government of 

the United States, and also to prohibit the prosecution of 
| any claim, after it has been rejected, except upon additional 
testimony. 


On motion of Mr. TITUS, it was 


olved, That the Committee on Manufactures be in- 
stfucted to inquire into the expediency of an explanatory 
act in relation to the provisions of the second clause of the 
, second section of the act to alter and amend the several 
| acts imposing duties on imports, approved July 14, 183, 
and of the fourth section of the act to modify the act of 
July 14, 1812, and of all other acts imposing duties upon 
imports, approved March 2, 1832. 


On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, it was 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a marine 
hospital at Whitehall, in the county of Washington, and 
| State of New York. , 


On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 

| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of restoring Job 

Hawkins, of Dutchess county, in the State of New York, 
to the pension list. 


On motion of Mr. McCLURE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting & 
bill allowing commutation pay to Captain John Smith, of 
Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, whose papers were 
| mislaid by the said committee, after agreeirig to report in 
| favor of his claim, at the last session of Congress. 


| On motion of Mr. YORKE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation for the construction of a road from the light-house 
at Cohaney point, in the Delaware bay, to the main land. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of New York, it 
| was 


| Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
| quested to communicate to this House whether any, and if 
| any, what, proceedings have been had in relation to the 
| requirements of tbe act of Congress approved June 28, | 

providing for the examination of useful inventions des 
to detect the causes of and preventing the explosion of 


steam boilers. 
_ On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 








_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 

Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a pust route from Franklin to Somerstown, 
via South Quay, in the county of Nansemond, Virginia. 


On motion of Mr. HOWARD, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instracted 

| to inquire into the expediency of providing by law that all 

| vessels employed in the merchant service of the United 

| States shal! be obliged to have on board one or more boys, 

| as apprentices, in proportion to the tonnage of the vessel. 
On motion of Mr. NAYLOR, it was 


|| Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
' structed to inquire into the propriety of allowing Mark 
, Hawkesmouth the of a yeoman during the term he did 
| the duties of that on board the United States schooner 
Dolphin, vo ws, feom the Sh of November, 1833, to the 20th 
| November, 
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On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, it was _ 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to in- | 
quire into the expediency ant practicability of divorcing by 
jaw the patronage of the Federal Government, in all its de- | 
partments, !rou the public press, by prohibiting in future | 
auy officer thereof, in his offici.| capacity, from employing | 
any conductor of a political journal, or others in any way 
connected with such journal, to execute any portion of the | 

blic printing; and that the sai:. committee be authorized | 


aud instructed to report thereon by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, submitted the follow- | 


ing resolution; which, under the rule, lies over | 
one day: | 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed | 
to inform this House whether the fourth installmert of the | 
surplus revenue has been deposited with the several States, | 
as provided by the act of C »ngress approved June 23, 1836, 
and the payment of which was (by an act of Congress ap- 
proved October 2, 1837) postponed until the Ist day of 
January, 1839; and if not, vhy it is withheld c-ntrary to 
law. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following 
resolution; which, under the rules, lies over one | 
day: 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, of War, of the 
Treasury, and of the Navy, and the Postmaster General, be | 
directed to report to this House, at as early a day as practi- 
cable, the nuinber and salaries of the clerks and other per- 
sons employed in theirrespective Departments and offices, 
atthe commencement and end or the Presidency of Gen- | 
eral Jackson. 


Mr. GRAVES submitted the following resolu- || 


tion; which was considered and rejected: 


Resolved, That the bill of this House proposing a purchase | 
by the Government of the stock held by individuals in the | 
Louisville and Portland Canal, be made the special order 
for Tuesday, the 29th instant, trom and after one o’clock. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE submitted the following 
resolution; which, under the rule, lies over one | 
day: 

Resolred, That the rules of this House be so amended as 


to substitute the viva voce vote of the members in all cases 
in which the ballot is at present required. 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following resolution; which, under the rule, lies 
over one day: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to | 
communicate to this House, who was the postmaster at 
Monroe, in the State of Louisiana, on the Ist day of Au- 
gust, in the year 1838, and for six years previous, and who | 
is the postmaster at that office at this time; and if any | 
change has been made, when it was made; that he also | 
communicate whether or not Bernard Hempkin, during the | 
time he was in office, conducted the business in a faithful, | 
methodical, and correct manner; also, that he (the said | 
Postmaster General) do communicate to this House all the | 


documents, letters, or papers of any kind, addressed to him || 


or any of his subordinates, relating to the removal of said | 
Bernard Hempkin from office, (if he has been removed,) | 
and the appointment of his successor. 

Mr. LEWIS presented a memorial of the Le- | 
gislature of the State of Alabama, praying that | 


compensation may be made to certain citizens of || 


said State, for depredations committed by Creek | 
Indians prior to and since the year 1836; which | 
said memorial, accompanied by resolutions of 
said Legislature in relation thereto, was referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. EWING, on leave, presented a petition for 
amail route from Washington, via Teliff’s bridge, 
Daviess county, to Edwardsport, Knox county, | 
thence to Carlisle, Sullivan county, Indiana; which | 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


Mr. ELMORE submitted the following reso- 
lutions; which, under the rules, lie over one day: 


Resolved, That the several States composing the United | 
States of America are not associated on the principle of un- | 
limited submission to the Federal Government, or to the | 
Houses of Congress or either of them ; but that, by the Con- 
stitution, the people of said States constituted one General | 
Government, for special purposes, and delegated to that 
Government certain definite powers, only reserving each 
State to itself, the residuary mass of right to their own self- 
government; that, while the Constitution and laws of the 
United States do attach to the whole people of the several 
States immediately, in those matters, within the true juris- 
diction and confines of said Constitution, and in the mode 
limited and defined thereby, yet, in all other matters, the | 
said States retain each all its rights and powers, under its 
own sovereign and separate control; that to this Constitu- 
tion each State acceded as a separate sovereign State, and 
is an integral party, and in its capacity of a sovereign State 
is represented in Con by its Senators, duly appointed ; 
that, among the residuary rights, so by each State reserved, 
is that of fully and freely expressing its opinions on all sub- 
=~ delegated tu the General Government, or touching the 
nfraction of the constitutional compact and of communi- 
cating the said opinions to Congress ; and that it is the con- 
stitutional duty of the Senate and of the House of Repre- 
sentatives respectfully to receive, entertain, and consider, 
and maturely and deliberately to decide upon all such com, 
munications addressed to it by either of the States of this 
Union ; and the summary rejection of the saine without their 
being debated, printed, or referred, or any action whatever 
had thereon, would be insulting to the honor and injurious 
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2. Resolved, That the Federal Government is a Govern- | 


ment of limited and specific powers, derived from the peo- 
ple of the States, thereby confederated and united, and to 
said Government by them granted under the Constitution ; 


| that all powers not delegated to the said United Stat s by 


the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are re- | 
served to the States respectively, or to the people ; that, | 
therefore, no right of any denomination can be canceled, | 


abridged, restrained, or modified, by the Congress, by the 


Senate or House of Representatives, acting in any capacity, 
by the President or any Department or officer of the United 


the Constitution for those purposes ; and that, among other 
imprescriptible and essential rights, the freedom of con- 
science, of speech, of the press, and the rightof the people 
peaceably to assemble ead to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances, are of the original and innate im- 


! 


| States, except in the instances wherein power is given by | 


| 


| 


| munity of the said people of the United States—rights of | 
| theirs not derived from, or to be weakened by, the commo 
| Or any other positive law of this or any other country, but | 
inherent in the said people as a people, or under the con- | 


stitutions of the several States by and to the said people 
guarantied and consecrated forever ; and which, by reason 
thereof, cannot be canceled, abridged, restrained, or modi- 
fied, constitutionally, by any of the United States whatso- 
ever, nor in any form of law, whether the same be the act 
ofithe two Houses of Congress or of either of them sepa- 
rately : but the same were thus guarantied in order to pro- 
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| - the rights and interests of the said sovereign States of the ' control of the President and all officers remevable at his 
i! Union. 


pleasure, and to provide that no money shall be drawn from 
the Treasury, or places designated for the deposit ani se 
curity of the public money, either by the mandate of the 
Executive or the judiciary. 

2. That the public Treasury ought to be made independ- 
ent of the executive and judicial departments, and subject 
only to the control of the Legislature. 

3. That the Treasurer of the United States ought to hold 
his office, not at the pleasure of the President, but during 
his good behavior, and the term for which he may be ap 
pointed, subject to removal only by impeachment, or upon 
the address of a majority of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate. 

4. That all the officers to be employed or concerned in 
the collection or receipt of the public revenue, whose com- 
pensation does not exceed the sum of dollars, ought 
to be appointed by the Treasurer of the United States, re- 
movable by him for reasonable cause, to be reported to 
Congress at their next session; but the expression of polit- 
ical opinion, without partisan violence or unbecoming 
interference in elections, ought not to be deemed cause for 
removal, and fitness, integrity, and good bebavior ought to 





| be the essential requisites in a public officer. 


tect the citizen against the abuse of power, and not as the | 
means of assailing tie right of others; and that to permit | 


one or more States, or their citizens, to convert them into 


| &n instrument not of protection, but of assault, against the 


reserved rights or institutions and peace of the other States 
or their citizens, or 0° the Territories and of this District 


stitutional compact, a gross breach of the public faith, tend- 


ing to convert the brotherly love in which the Constitution | 


originated into hatred, and, if not effectually arrested, must 
subvert the Union itself; and that this body owes a most 


solemn obligation to itself, and the people of the States | 
which it represents, not to permit itself to be made an in- | 


strument or party to an attempt so flagitious and dangerous. 
3. Resolved, That the people of the United States did or- 
dain and establish the Constitution thereof, in order amongst 


5. That the public dues ought to be paid to the keepers 
or depositaries of the public money, designated by Congress 
or under their authority, instead of the collectors and receiv- 
ers, as now authorized by law. 

6. That the guardianship and control of the public money, 
assigned by the Constitution to the Legislature, has been 
jong held by the enlightened friends of freedom in England 
and the United States as the best and only effectual se- 
curity to the liberties of the people, and thatall laws neces- 
sary and proper ought to be passed to maintain inviolate this 
essential and only barrier to corrupt administration and ar- 


citi ) || bitrary power. 
and their citizens, would be a manifest violation of the con- | 


Mr. HAYNES presented several joint resolu- 
tions of the General Assembly of the State of 
Georgia: 

First. Requiring the Senators and requesting 
the Representatives from the State in the Con- 
gress of the United States to apply to the proper 


|| authorities to have established a mail route three 


other things “ to form a more perfect union, establish jus- | ‘ | 
|| Tuscaloosa, in Alabama, to be carried on the 
| Georgia railroad to its western terminus, thence 


tice, insure domestic tranquillity, and to secure the bless- 
ings of liberty to them and their posterity ;”’ that to this end 
the powers of legislation were vested in representative and 
deliberative assemblies, to wit: a Senate appointed by the 
States, and a House of Representatives chosen by the peo- 
ple of the States ; that, in the exercise of their rights, by the 
said House of Kepresentatives, and the members thereof, 


there should be perfect equality and full scope, as far as is \, Third. Requesting the eaid Senators and Rep- 


| consistent with the proper conducting the business of the 





House, on all subjects within its constitutional jurisdic- 
tion ; but to permit the members of this House, under the 
pretext of freedom of debate, to convert it into a hall to dis- 
cuss questions beyond its jurisdiction, and to denounce and 
attack the domestic institutions of a portion of these States, 


antied by the Constitution itself, would be destructive of all 
harmony among the members of the body, incompatible 
with the discharge of its acknowledged duties, and destruc- 


times a week from Augusta, in said State, to 


in four-horse coaches. 

Second. Requesting the said Senators and Rep- 
resentatives to procure the establishment of a di- 
rect mail route from Milledgeville to Rossville. 


resentatives to have a mail route established from 


|, Double Wells, on the Georgia railroad, to Wash- 


ington, in Wilkes county; thence to Clarkville, 


| by Elberton and Clarksville. 


essential to their peace, security, and tranquillity, and the | 


| property of their citizens existing before, and expressly guar- | 


Fourth. Requesting the said Senators and Rep- 
resentatives to havea mail route established from 


| Clarksville, by Habersham, to Clayton, in Rabun 


tive of the great and avowed objects for which the Consti- | 


tution, this Unifn created, and this House instituted. 
4. Resolved, therefore, That the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, adopted on the 12th day of December 


last, which provides that every petition, memorial,and res- | 


olution, proposition, or paper, of a prescribed ciass, * shall, 
on the presentation thereof, without any further action 


thereon, be Jaid on the table, without being debated, print- | 


ed, or referred,’ rests on great and fundamental principles 
of the Constitution, and on public faith and honor, the ob- 
servance of which is essential to the peace, tranquillity, 


and the safety and continuance of the Union ; and that this 


county; also from Perry’s Mills, 1n Tatnall coun- 
ty, to Eden, in Effingham county; also from 
Hawkinsville to Troupville. 

Fifth. Requesting said Senators and Repre- 
sentatives to procure the establishment of a mail 


|| route from the city of Augusta, by Waynesboro’, . 


Swansboro’, Mount Vernon, Lumber City, Jack- 
sonville, Troupville, and Thomasville, in Geor- 


| gia, to Tallahassee, in Florida. 
| 

1} 
and security ofthe States which compose the Confederacy, \} 


House, in adopting the said resolution, has but fulfilled its | 


constitutional obligations and duties, without in anywise in- 


fracting the legitimate limits of the right of petition, the 


freedom of debate, or the constitutional equal rights of the 
members of this body. 


On motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, it was 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report 


|| to this House the manner of the expenditure of the $150,000 


| 
j 


} 


appropriated during the last session of Congress for the | 


erection and repair of arsenals on the western waters, and 
to specify the particular expenditure on each. 


On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, of War, of tie | 


Navy, and of the Treasury, be respeetively directed to in- 


form this House whether the reports of the standing com- | 
mittees of either Honse of Congress are recognized by the | 


accounting officers in their Departments as a proper foun- 


dation upon which to allow a claim against the Government | 


after the same has been rejected; and how many claims, | 
if any, have been allowed within the last two years in con- | 


sequence of such reports, after the same have been first re- 
jected by the proper accounting officers. 


Mr. POPE submitted the following; which was 


read and committed to the Committee ofthe Whole | 


on the state of the Union: 


Whereas, according to the clear intent and meaning of 
the seventh section of the first article of the Constitution 
of the United States, which provides that all bills for raisi: 
revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives, 
the ninth section of the same article, which 
no money shall be drawn from the Treasury but in conse- 
quence of appropriations made by law, the control and safe- 
keeping of the public moneys belong to the representatives 
of the people: 

1. Therefore, resolved, That a law ought to be passed by 
Congress to divorce the public purse from the custody and 


ovides that | 


! 


! 


| 


On motion of Mr. DAWSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to re- 
port to this House the correspondence between that De- 
partment and General John W. A. Sandford, as agent of 
the Creek Indians west of the river Mississippi, including 
that part of said correspondence touching the supplies pur- 
chased by the officers of Government for said Indians, and 
how said supplies were disposed of, and by whom, and 
why; also, the correspondence between said agent and that 
Tpenaeats in relation to the missionaries among said In- 

ians. 

Resolved further, That said Department be instructed to 
communicate to this House how the supplies, purchased by 


| the Government for the Army, sent to the Cherokee coun- 
|| try, during the past year, after the discharge of said Army, 


were disposed of—the quantity of said supplies sold by the 
order of the Government—for how much they were sold, 


| and by whom—and the instructions under which said sup- 


NS 


plies were sold, and such other information touching the 
disposition of said supplies, which the Secretary may think 


|| important to be known to this House; and especially whether 
| any order issued from that De 


i tment requiring said sup- 
plies to be sold for specie or Treasury notes, and in what 
kind of funds were said supplies purchased for the Govern- 
ment; whether in the bills of the State banks, or specie and 
Treasury nates. 


The said resolutions were read, and the rule 
which requires the same to lie on the table one 
day being dispensed with, they were considered 
and ed to. 

Mr. TOWNS presented a joint resolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of Georgia, in- 
structing the Senators and requesting the Repre- 
sentatives of that State in Congress to urge the 
immediate adjustment and settlement of claims for 
| horses, the property of volunteer soldiers in Nel- 
son’s brigade, lost in the campaign of that brigade 
| in Florida, and in its marches to and from Flori- 
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da; which resolution was referred tothe Commit- || _ 3. That the term of service of the President and Vice | 


tee on Military Affairs. 


; 


Mr. HOLSEY presented a joint resolution of | 


the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, 
instructing the Senators and requesting the Rep- 
resentatives of that State in Congress to exert 
themselves to have compensation made to such 
persons as had their crops burned and their prop- 
erty destroyed by the United States troops south 
of Wale’s line; which resolution was referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST submitted the following 


joint resolution; which was read twice, and re-— 


ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union: 
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President of the United States shall be four years; and that | 
the same individual shail not be elected to thuse offices re- 
spectively two terms in succession. : 

4. That the assent of the President of the United States 
to bills passed by the two branches of Congress be dispensed 
with. 

5. That the power of the President of the United States 
to remove from office, and to fill vacancies thus created, is 
not a power conferred on him by the Constitution express- 


ly, or by necessary construction of any power delegated to | 


hum by that instrument. 

6. That the only provision made in the Constitution of 
the United States tor removal from office is the process of 
impeachment, and that clause in that instrument which 


vests in Congress the authority to pass all Jaws necessary | 


to carry into effect all the powers vested by the Conatitu- 


|, tion in the Governmentof the United States or any Depart- 


Whereas examinations and surveys have heretofore been | 
made in the Narraganset bay, in Rhode Island, with a view | 


to military and naval establishments, and reports have been 


made to the Navy Department, and commeniceted to Con- | be otherwise directed by law, shall be made by the Senate, 


greas, containing evidence of the fitness and advantages of 
a place upgn the waters of that bay for a naval depot: 


Resolved, ¥c., That the Secretary of the Navy, as soon | 


as nay be, cause such further examinations and surveys to 
be made as are in his opinion necessary for ascertaining the 
titness and the relative advantages or disadvantages of a 
place in the said Narraganset bay fora naval establisiiment, 
yard, and depot, on shore, and the best location thereof in 
said bay; with estimates of probable expense ; and that 
said estimates, and the reports of said examinations and 
surveys, when made, and all such evidence as is now, or 
nay then be, in possession of his Department, as to such 


' 


fitness and advantages or disadvantages, be by the said See- | 
retary communicated to Congress as soon as may be, with 


such views and opinions as he may deem important. 

Resolved, further, That for carrying this resolution into 
effect, there be now appropriated, and there is hereby ap- 
propriated, the sum of $1,000, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY moved the following 
resolutions: 
Resolwed, That the public lands belonging to the United 


ment thereof. It shall therefore be required of Congress to 
provide for, and to regulate by law, all that concerns the 
removal from office, or the filling of vacancies in office 
which may happen during the recess of the Senate. 

7. That all appointments to office, except such as may 


viva voce, on nomination by a member of that body. 
8. That it shall be the duty of the President of the Uni- 


ted States to commission all the officers to be appointed || 


under the Government, whether civil, military, or naval ; 
and to express in each commission the term of service of 


the officer, as the same shall be prescribed by law or the | 


Constituuon of the United States. 


Ordered, That the said resolution be committed to the | 


Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 


Mr. PETRIKIN moved the following resolu- 


tion: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 


to communicate to this House a statement showing the 
amount of money expended annually by each Administra- 
tion of the Government from the 4th of March, 1789, to the 
4th of March, 1837, with the amount of public money Jost 


annually by defalcations of public oilicers ; designating what | 


amount has been lost by collectors; and also the number 


of public officers annually in the employment of the United | 


| States under each of said Administrations, with the nuin- 


States is a remainder of a joint common stock, belonging , 


to the people of the United States and Territories, that may 
and should be disposed of by Congress, ainong the mghtful 
owners, by some equitable plan of distribution, 

Resolved, Thata select committee of this House, consist- 


ing of twenty-six members, one chosen from each State, be | 


instructed to prepare and report to this House some plan for 
aa equitable distribution of the public lands, or their pro- 
cveds, uinong the rightful owners. 


Debate arising on these resolutions, they were | 


laid over under the rule. 


Mr. COLES moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
munieate to this House a statement showing the number 
of Ladians annually removed fiom the eastern to the west- 
ern side of the Mississippi from 1789 to 1838, inclusive; 
with the quantity o{ land annually purchased of the Indi- 
ans; the sums of money annually paid to the Indians; and 
the quantity of land granted each year forcommon schools, 
roads and canals, colleges and universities, and to the 
States, public institutions, and individuals, during the same 
period. 

The rule which requires this resolution to lie 
on the table one day being dispensed with, it was 
read, considered, and agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTER, of Virginia, the 
House, by consent, proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the resolution submitted by him on the 
8th of January instant, in relation to the mode 
of collecting and disbursing the public revenue; 
and the said resolution being read, and modified 
by the mover, was agreed to by the House. 

Mr. Hunter of Virginia, Mr. McKay, Mr. 
Briecs, Mr. Ermore, Mr. Ocre, Mr. Moore, 
Mr. Caruoon of Kentucky, Mr. Witutams of 


ber who have embezzled the public money committed to 


their charge ; showing, in like manner, the amount of public | 


money lost annually by using banks as depositories, or re- 
ceiving their notes in payment of public dues. 

The said resolution was read, and the rule which 
requires the same to lie upon the table one day 
being dispensed with, it was considered and 
agreed to. 

» Mr. POTTS méved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to furnish this House with a tabular statement showing the 


quantity and description of iron, whether for railroads, | 
steamboats, or for other purposes, which has been imported | 
free of duty, or on which the duty has been remitted since | 
the Ist day of January, 1832, together with the names of the | 


|| person or persons importing the same, and the amount of 


New Hampshire, and Mr. Martin, were ap- | 


pointed a committee in pursuance of said resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO submitted the following 
joint resolution for amending the Constitution of 
the United States: 


Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, (two 


thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the folluwing | 


aimendments to the Constitution of the United States be 
rubmitted to the Legislatures of the several States, which, 
when ratified by the Legislatures ot three fourths of the 


| the revenue which would have accrued to the Government 
had the duties been charged regularly thereon. 


The resolution was read, and the rule which | 


requires it to lie upon the table one day being 
dispensed with, it was considered and agreed to. 
Mr. DARLINGTON moved the following res- 


olution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 


municate to this House any examination or survey that may 
have been made of the harbor of Marcus Hook, on the river 
Delaware, in the State of Pennsylvania, under the direc- 


tionof the Chief Engineer; together with an estimate of || 


the sum of money necessary for repairing aud improving 
said harbor, - 

The rule which requires this resolution to lie 
on the table one day being dispensed with, it was 
read, considered, and agreed to. 


Mr. AYCRIGG submitted the following reso- | 


lution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 


| cause to be laid before this House seven hundred and fifty | 
copies of the chart of Newark bay, and of the sand-bars | 
in the vicinity of said bay, recently surveyed by Lieutenant | 


Gedney. 

The rule which requires this resolution to lie 
on the table one day being dispensed with, it was 
read, considered, and agreed to. 

Mr. RANDOLPH submitted the following 
| resolution: 
| Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be required to fur- 


5 


|, nish this House with a statement of the contracts entered | 


|| into by the engineer superintending the improvements of 


States, shall form a part of the Constitution of the United || Little Egg harbor, under the several appropriations made 
States, anything therein to the contra y notwithstanding, || for that purpose ; also, copies of said engineer's accounts, 


1o wil: 

1. That from and after the adoption of this amendment, 
the term for which the then Seuate of the United States 
shall have been elected shall cease ; the several States shall 
proceed to elect Senators to serve four years, and in all 
time thereafter to elect Senators to serve four years, and no 
longer, in the Senate of the United States; the elections to 
be made in the same manner as is now prescribed by the 
Constitution of the United States. 

2. That upon the first meeting of the Senate under an 
election in pursuance of the foregoing amendment, the 


Senators shall be divided into two classes by lot; and the | 
term ot service of one class shall cease at the expiration of || 
two years, so that a moiety of the Senate shall be elected | of improvement 


every Wo years thereafter. 


|| with a tabular statement of the quantity and kind of the 
|| materials (and the prices of the same) used in the work, 
|| together with the names of the persons to whom any part 
|| of said appropriations have been paid, and the amounts 
\| id to them respectively ; and, also, that the Secretary of 
|| War inform the House of the mode of improvement adopted 
|| by said engineer, and wherein it differs from the mode 
|| originally proposed for the improvement of said harbor, as 
|| well in the cost and permanency of the same as in the 
|| manner of construction ; .nd whether the partial destruc- 
tion of the improvements by storms, and the cost of the 
same beyond the original estimate, are not owing in a great 
measure to the departure of the said engineer from the plan 


cause the same may be attributed. 


originally proposed ; or, if not, to what | 





January 14, 
| The rule which requires this resolution to lie 
| on the table one day being dispensed with, it was 
_ read, considered, and agreed to. 


Mr. PECK offered the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House whether the annuities due the Sen. 
eca Indians in the years 1837 and 1838 have been paid ; and 
if so, at what time and in what manner, and by whom the 
same were paid; and whether any goods have been paid or 
offered to be paid to said Indians on account of any such 
annuity ; and if so, by what authority the same were paid 
or offered to be paid; and if the said annuities, or any por- 
tion thereof, remain unpaid, or were not paid at the time 
when the same became due, the reason why the payment 
thereof was delayed ; and also to communicate to this House 
copies of all correspondence in relation to the same since 
the 19th day of March last. 

Resvived, That he also furnish this House with a detailed 
statement of the ** expenses of the delegation of Senecas of 
| New York opposed to the treaty,’? amounting to $789 23; 

and the “ expenses.of the delegation of Indians in favor of 
the treaty,”? amounting to $9,500; and the “ expenses of 
submitting the treaty to the several bands of New York 
Indians,” amounting to $4,000; and also the * expenses of 
certain Indian delegations,’? amounting to $2,630, as con. 
tained in the report from the Indian department accompa- 
nying the President’s message, particularly specifying jn 
each case the names of the persons to whom the money 
was paid, the amount to each, the time when paid, and the 
services or other thing for which paid. 


The rule which required these resolutions to lie 
on the table one day being dispensed with, they 
were read, considered, and agreed to. 


_Mr. LOOMIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to re- 
port to the House of Representatives, at the commencement 
of the first session of the next Congress, a modification of 
the present rates of postage, to take effect at such future 
time as may be expedient, having reference— 

1. To the greatest amount of benefit to be attained Rtthe 
least expense. 

2. Tc the relative proportion and difference which ought 
to exist between the rates of postage on manuscript par- 
cels and printed parcéls. 

3. To the equalization of the rates of postage on printed 
and on manuscript parcels, each with reierence to its own 
|| class, and in proportion to the entire expense of the care 
and transmission of the same. 


The rule which requires this resolution to lie 
on the table one day being dispensed with, it was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Mr. HALL moved the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to inform 
this House what amount of claims bas been adjusted and 
paid under the provisions of the third section of the act of 
July 5, 1832, for liquidating and paying certain claims of the 
State of Virginia, during each of the fiscal years since the 
passage of said act; what rule of evidence and principles 
of action have been adopted by the Department in adjusting 
such claims ; whether judgments obtained by the claimants 
in the courts of Virginia are, or have been, received by the 
Department as evidence of the validity of such claims ; and, 
if so, what rule or order of the Department, what amount 
of such judgments have been paid, and on what species and 
| character of evidence, and on what rules and principles the 
| said courts proceed in adjudicating such claims. And that 
| the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to inform this 
| House what amount of scrip has been issued, under the 
| provisions of the act of May 30, 1830, for satiefying Virginia 
| bounty Jand warrants; what quantity, in acres, of such 
| Warrants presented at the Treasury before the lst day of 
| September, 1835, and What quantity, presented since that 
| day, remain unsatisfied; whether any spurious or fraudu- 
| lent warrants have been presented at the Treasury, and of 
what kind and character; and whether any, and what 
amount of, scrip is known or believed to have been issued 
upon such spurious or fraudulent warrants. And that he 
also communicate any information in his possession, show 
ing under what acts and resolutions of the State of Virginia, 
and on what species and character of evidences, and on 
what rules and principles, the executive officers of that 
State have granted the land warrants, for the satisfaction 
of which provision is made in the act aforesaid. 


The resolution was read, and the rule which 
requires the same to lie on the table being dis- 
pensed with, it was considered and agreed to. 


Mr. EVERETT moved the following resolu- 
tion: 
|| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 
before this House a statement of all the allowances made 
prior to the 30th of June, 1834, as an annual compensation 
for the services of superintendents of Indian affairs who 
were such in virtue of holding the office of Governor or 
secretary of any of the Territories of the United States, ex- 
hibiting the name of the person to whom made, his office, 
(whether Governor or secretary,) the name of the Terri- 
tory, the period for which the allowance was made, the 
rate per annum, and the amount allowed to each ; and also 
to ae under what law or regulation such allowances were 
made. 


The resolution was read; and, the rule which 
|| requires the same to lie oh the table one day-being 
} dispensed with, it was considered, and agreed to. 
‘|. Mr. INGHAM moved the following resolu- 
|| tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury he instructed 
‘* tocommunicate to this House a copy of so much of * Hass- 
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ior's Survey” as relates to the harbor of New Haven, Con- | 

necticut. : ‘ 
The resolution was read; and, the rule which | 

requires the same to lie on the table one day being 


dispensed with, it was considered, and agreed to. | 
On motion of Mr. HALEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- |) 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing || 


the name of Griswold Avery, a revolutionary soldier, on the | 
pension roll. 


On motion of Mr. HALEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to || 
inquire into the expediency of allowing the claim of Dr. || 
for arrears on short pay as surgeon’s mate, | 


Thomas Cot, ! 
while stationed at Fort 
necticut. 


On motion of Mr. REED, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to lay before this House a statement showing the amount 
of money received yearly for five years past, by each of 
the collectors of customs of the United States and others, 
on account of fines and forfeitures ; and that he also inform 
this House whether any compromises have been effected | 
during the said period after seizures made, and if so, by | 
whom, and upou what condition. 


On motion of Mr. REED, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to lay before this House the amount of money received as 
fees, or in any other way, by any officer of the Government, 
or other person in the custom-house or its employment, 
each year for five years past, which has not been reeorded 
inthe Blue Book. 


On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, of Massachu- 
setts, it Was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending the 
act passed in 1836, in addition to former acts, so as to make 
provision for the widows and children of the officers and 
soldiers of the Revolution who died or were wounded in the 
service. 


On motion of Mr. SALTONSTALL, it was 


Resolved, That the report and plan of the survey of the 
harbor of Lynn, Massachusetts, with an estimate of the cost 
of the improvements of the same, communicated to the 
House of Representatives by the Secretary of War on the 
th day of March last, be taken from the files, and referred 
to the Cominittee on Commerce ; and that said committee 
be instructed tO inquire into the expediency of making an | 
appropriation for the said improvements, 


Mr. EVANS submitted a joint resolution for 
the relief of John Morrison, acting lieutenant in 
the battle on Lake Champlain during the late war; 
which resolution was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. NOYES, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
making au appropriation for perfecting a road required for 
use as a military road along the northeastern frontier of the 
United States, from the town of Eastport to the town of 
Houlton, both in the State of Maine, as recommended in 
the report of General John E. Wool and Major James D. | 


Trumbull, in New London, Con- | 


Graham, of the United States Army, made to the Depart- | 


ment of War on the 29th of December, 1838. 


Mr. GRAHAM, of North Carolina, moved the | 


following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be instructed to in- 
form this House who are employed at this time by the Fed- 
eral Government as printers to publish the laws of the Uni- 
ted States, in the State of North Carolina, and what com- 
pensation they each receive in payment for their services. 


The rule which requires this resolution to lie 
on the table one day being dispensed with, it 
was read, considered, and agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. WORD, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to this House, at as early a day as conveni- 
ent, what number of Choctaw claims for reservations under 
the fourteenth article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek 
has been examined by the board of commissioners under 
the act of 3d Mareh, 1837; what number of applications 
bas been made for examination, and not yet examined ; 
and also all information in the possession of the Depart- 
ment relating to the claims of the Choctaws, under the ar- | 
tcle of the treaty above named, together with all informa- 
tion touching the contingent locations made by George W. 
Martin, and the instructions or authority under which said 
locations were made. 


On motion of Mr. ROBERTSON, it was 


Resolved, That the select committee on the public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of reporting a bill 
providing for the division of the public domain, on the fol- 
lowing principles: That, hereafter, the Secretary of the | 
Treasury shall cause separate accounts to be kept of all | 
moneys paid into the Treasury on account of sales of the | 
public lands. That the Secretary of the Treasury be di- | 
rected to ascertain the quantity of public lands heretofore 
granted to or bestowed on the States, or any of them, for | 
education; internal improvement, or other State or local 
Purposes ; and having ascertained the value thereof, com- | 
puting the same at an average price of —— per acre, and | 
adding thereto the sums arising from proceeds of sales of 
ate to or bestowed on thein for similar | 
Purposes, ,»on ——, and thereafter semi-annually, on 





the Ist day of January and July in every year, divide the || 
| proceeds arising from sales of said lands among the several 


States of the Union, in the ratio of the Federal numbers, 
as ascertained by the census next preceding suc: division, 


| making the first apportionment among those States which 


have not received any part or a proportionate part of the 
ratio aforesaid, until each shall have received its due pro- 
portion ; and all subsequent apportionments among all the 
Stutes according to the said ratio: Provided, nevertheless, 
That nothing herein contained shail be construed to pro- 


| hibit the appropriation of the proceeds of the public lands 


| to meet the expenditures of the Government for any year 
in which the receipts from customs or other sources of rev- 
enue shall be estimated to fall below —~— million dollars, 
and when it shall be deemed proper on that account to ap- 
ply the said proceeds by special appropriation to meet the 
necessary expenditures of the Government: Provided, also, 


| That in the event of war between the United States and 


any foreign Power, the said semi-annual division shall 
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cease and be suspended during the continuance of such || 


war. 
And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 15, 1839. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
A. D. Ostrander for srrearage of pay; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. T. also presented a petition from Alfred 
Vail and others, praying permission to import 
free of duty the materials for constructing the 
American electro-magnetic telegraph; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. 'T. also presented a petition of Catharine 
Hood, praying for a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, presented the 
petition of John Phinney, for a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HUBBARD, ftom the Committee on 
Claims, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Susan Trigg, and 
the petitions of L. R, Lyon and D.S. Howard; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which had been referred the bill from the 
House for the relief of Bradbury T. Gypson, re- 
ported the same without amendment; and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. W., the bill was then taken up, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to be read a third time. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to which was referred the petition 
of the heirs and legal representatives of Henry 
Eckford, deceased, reported a bill for their relief; 
which was read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been 


| 
j 








ie 


Claims was discharged from the further eoneid- 
eration of the petition of John Elliott, of Ohio. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MOUTON, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill to confirm certain 
land claims in’ the Greensburgh land district, 
the State of Louisiana; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. y 

REPORTS AGREED TO. 


The reports of the Committee on Pensions, un- 
favorable to the’ petitions of Amasa Brown and 
John R. Midwinter, were severally considered 
and concurred in. 


The report of the Committee on the Post Office 





‘and Post Roads, unfavorable to the petition of 


William A. Crocker, was also considered, and 
agreed to. 


RESOLUTION ADOPTED. 


Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands b 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing and 
requiring the registers and receivers of the United States 
land offices, in their offices respectively, to administer oaths 
in ull eases where, by law or the regulation of the Treasury 
or Land Office Department, affidavits are required to be 
made previous to the purchase or entry of any tract of land, 

without any fee or extra compensation for such service. 


COURT IN THE DJjSTRICT. 


The Senate took up and considered, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill to amend the act en- 
titled **An act to establish a criminal court in the 
District of Columbia;’’ and, after some remarks 
from Messrs. ROANE and BAYARD, 

Mr. WHITE moved to strike out the eleventh 
section, which increases the salary of the judge 
from $2,000 to $2,700. This amendment was sup- 
ported by Messrs. WHITE, NILES, and CLAY 
of Alabama; and opposed by Messrs. ROANE 
and BAYARD. 

On taking the question, Mr. Wuire’s motion 
was adopted—yeas 28, nays 16. 

Mr. MORRIS called the attention of the com- 
mittee to that clause of the bill which provides 
that one of the associate judges of the circuit court 
shall preside in the criminal court in the absence 
of its judge; and moved to amend the bill by 
striking it out. 

After some remarks from Messrs. ROANE, 
BAYARD, and MORRIS, 

Mr. WALKER observed that, as a debate was 
likely to grow out of the question raised, he would 


| move to lay the bill on the table, for the purpose 


referred the petition of Ira Day, of Vermont, re- |: 


ported a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to which had been referred the pe- 
tition of Andrew Armstrong, reported a bill for 
his relief; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which the following bills had been referred, 
reported them severally without amendment, rec- 
ommending their passage: 

A bill for the relief of William Bennett; 

A bill for the relief of David McNair; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Hands; and 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Ferguson. 

Mr. TIPTON¢ from the same committee, to 


which the following bills had been referred, re- | 
th Sa 
ported them severally without amendment, rec- | which motion was. rejected-—yeag 93, nays. 25; 


ommending their rejection: « 
A bill for the relief of Dennis Quinlivan; and 
A bill for the relief of Alfred Westfall. 


| __ Mr, FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings, reported a bill providing for the erec- 
'| tion ofa fire proof building for the use of the Post 


Office Department; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 
Mr. F., from the same committee, to which had 


examination of the claims of the workmen em- 


| withoutamendment; and, on motion of Mr. F., the 


for a third reading. 
' On motion by Mr. YOUNG, the Committee on 


been referred the joint resolution authorizing an_ 


same was taken up, and considered as in Com- | 
| mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed | 


of taking up the land bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill to provide for the graduation and re- 
duction of the price of the public lands, was taken 
up, the question being on the amendment offered 
by Mr. Morais. 

After some remarks from Mr. WALKER, 

Mr. MORRIS withdrew his amendment, with 
the consent of the Senate, and offered another 


_ amendment to the bill, providing that when the 
' public Jands in any of the new States shall be so 


| far sold out that there shall remain the quantity 


of two million acres, that then the same shal! be 


| ceded to such State in absolute property, to be 


Stra 
a AY S—Messrs. Allen, Benton, 


| Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles 
' Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 


it 


_ disposed of in such manner and upon such terms 


as the authorities of such State may direct. 
After a debate, in which Messrs. MORRIS, 


| SOUTHARD, and ALLEN took part, 


Mr. BAYARD moved that the Senate adjourn; 


as follows: 


YEAS—Meesers. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, 
Crittenden, Davis, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Prentiss, Pres- 


| ton, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruggies, Southard, Spence, 


Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, and White—~23. 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, 

Norvell, Pierce, 
Walker, Williams 
of Maine, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and Y oung—25. 


After a debate, in which Messrs. LYON and 


ployed on the public buildings, reported the same 1 ee ee 


The question was taken on Mr. Mornis’s 


| amendment, and it was rejected—yeas 14, nays 
| 34; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Alabama, Fa!- 
ton, King, Linn, Morris, Momon, Robinson, Sevier, Walk- 
er, White, Williams of Mississippi, and Young—14. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Hubbard, 
Knight, Lumpkin, Lyon, Merrick ‘Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, 
Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Spence, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wail, 
Williams of Maine, aad Wright—34. 


* Mr. RUGGLES then moved that the Senate 
adjourn; which motion was decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 21, nays 26; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, 
Crittenden, Davis, Knight, ee Prentiss, 





Preston, Rives Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, 
Spence, — Tallmadge, Wall, White, and Williams of 
aine—2l. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Tipton, 
Walker, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—26. 


Mr. TALLMADGE then moved an adjourn- || 


| sition of lands and territories from foreign Governments ; 


ment; which was carried—yeas 25, nays 23; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, Lumpkin, 
Merrick, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Kobbins, 
"Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Strange, 
Swit, T 

25 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of Ala- 
baina, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tipton, Walker, Williams of Mis- 
sissippi, Wright, and Young—s. 


And so the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 15, 1839. 
Reports from standing committees being called 


for— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means be discharged from 
the further consideration of a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury in relation to a 
construction of the revenue laws, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures, and 
be printed. Mr. C. made the motion because the 
latter committee had had charge of the subject in 
1828, 1833, and 1834. 

Mr. ADAMS remarked that the gentleman was 
mistaken in the latter assertion, for the subject 
had been taken away from the Committee on Man- 
ufactures, and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. He therefore hoped this committee 
would not now be relieved of the duty which 
properly belonged to them. 

Mr. AMBRELENG said he was unfortunate 
enough never to be able to satisfy the chairman 
of the Committee on Manufactures. Those who 
had been long in that House knew with what 
avidity the gentlemanalways insisted upon having 


this subject referred to the committee of which || 


he [Mr. A.] was chairman, Mr. C. had, there- 
fore, really thought that when he made the mo- 
tion, ifany genileman would be gratified, it would 
be that gentleman, who had been for seven years 
struggling to have everything on the subject of 
the tariff sent to his committee. Mr. C, congrat- 
ulated the country, however, that the gentleman 
had at last discovered that the tariff should be a 
revenue measure, and not a measure of protection. 
Mr. C, had always contended that the subject was 
one that constitutionally belonged to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, but the gentleman 
had always opposed it. He was glad the gentle- 
man had changed his ground, and on that account 
Mr. C. withdrew his motion of reference, and 
merely moved the printing of the document; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the Committee 
of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Maglemen. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported, without amendment, Senate 
vill for the relief of John Newton. 

Mr. WORD, from the same committee, re- 
orted a bill to confirm the purchases of certain 
ands in the State of Mississippi, under the act of 

9th of June, 1834. 

Mr. LOOMIS, from the same committee, re- 
ported, with an amendment, Senate bill to change 
the location of the office of surveyor general of 
the district composed of the States of Ohio, Indi- 
ana, and Michigan. 

Mr. L. also reported, without amendment, Sen- 
ate bill for the relief of Jean B. Valle. 


allmadge, Wall, White, and Williams of Maine || 
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| report to this House, as soon as may be conveniently done: 





Mr. L. also reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury prepare and 


1. Statements showing the whole amount of public lands 
to which the Indian title has been extinguished, the amount 
surveyed, the amount granted for bounties and public ser- 
vices, the amount ceded to the States and Territories, and 
granted and reserved for the purposes of education, for roads 
and canals, and all other special and local objects, and the 
amount sold. 


| 2. The eatire cost to the Government of all the public” 
lands to which the Indian title has been extinguished, and 


of the care and sale of the same, as near as the same can 
be ascertained and estimated, including the pay and com- 
pensation and expenses to the Government of all persons 


he amount paid, and obligated to be paid, for the ex- 
tinguishment of Indian titles, accounting annuities at such 


| sums as invested at five per cent. would produce them, and 
| excluding the purchase-money for cessions from foreign 


Governments, and the.expense of Indian wars, and the like 
amount, including the purchase-money paid for the acqui- 


the quantity of lands that have remained unsold by the latest 
returns, after having been in market for the space of each 
of the periods—five years, ten years, fifteen years, and 


| twenty years; and the quantity sold after having been in 
| market for each of the same periods, and the quantity 


thrown into market each year, and the quantity sold during 
each year. 


Mr. L. moved its present consideration; which 


was agreed to; and the question being on its adop- | 


tion, 
Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, saw no neces- | 


sity for it, as all the information, if not in an em- 


| bodied form, had been already furnished to the 


House. 

Mr. LOOMIS replied that there were many 
points of information embraced in the resolution 
which were not before the House. 

Mr. YELL moved to strike out the third branch 


| of the inquiry, relating to lands sold which had 


been in market from five to twenty years, &c. 

Mr. LOOMIS said no return had ever been 
—_ of the amount of lands sold after those pe- 
riods. 

Mr. HARLAN expressed his conviction that 
the Senate and House documents would furnish 
all the information called for. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY was in favor of embody- 
ing the whole of these returns in one document, 
so that the people might see at a glance the actual 
condition of the public domain. 

Mr. MURRAY was also in favor of the pro- 
posed inquiry. 

Mr. YeLL’s amendment was rejected; and the 
resolution was concurred in—ayes ninety-six, 
noes not counted, 


Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on the Ju- | 


diciary, reported, with an amendment, Senate bill 
to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to require the 
judge of the district courts of East and West 
Tennessee to hold a court at Jackson, in said 
State,’’ approved June 18, 1838. 

The amendment, on Mr. T.’s motion, was con- 


_ curred in; and the bill was read the third time, and || 


passed. 

Mr. MARTIN, from the same committee, re- 
ported back the House bill, recommitted to that 
committee, to reorganize the district courts of the 
United States in the State of Alabama, with sun- 
dry amendments; all of which were concurred in. 

r. CHAPMAN submitted some further 
amendments, which he supported with much 
earnestness, and they were opposed by Mr. 
LYON. 

Mr. THOMAS moved to postpone the bill till 
Friday morning. 

Mr. MARTIN moved to recommit it to the 
Judiciary Committee; wheretfpon 

Mr. THOMAS withdrew his motion. 

The motion of Mr. Martin to recommit, was 
agreed to. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, 
the communication of the Commissioner of Pat- 


ents; sent in yesterday, was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Patents. 

The orders of the day being called for, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said it had been his in- 
tention, pursuant to the notice he had given, to 
ask the House to take up the appropriation bills 
to-day; but, in the hope that the House would 
finish the defaleation case, he would waive his 
intended motion. 

Cries of ** Agreed!”’ “* Agreed !’"] 
undry executive communications were pre- 
sented by the Chair, and laid on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, on leave, laid 
on the table a substitute he intended to submit to 

| 





___ January 16, 


1} . aad ° 
the Independent Treasury bill; which 
|| dered to be printed. ' a 

_ Mr. BOON, on leave, presented sundry peti. 
tions. 


DEFALCATION OF SWARTWOUT. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 

| the resolution to raise a select committee of nine 

to inquire into the defalcations of Samuel Swar;, 
wout and William H. Price; -the question pend- 
ing being on the motion to strike from the prop. 
osition that part of it proposing to raise the 
| committee by ballot, and insert ‘ viva voce,” 
| Mr. LEGARE, who was entitled to the floor 
|, addressed the House at length in Opposition to 
| the appointment of the committee by the Chai; 
| _ The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
| CUSHMAN,CAMBRELENG, WISE, Horr. 
|MAN, THOMAS, MENEFEE, and PREN. 
| TISS of Mississippi; after which, 
Mr. UNDERWOOD having obtained the floor 
spoke about half an hour, and then moved an ad. 
|| journment; upon which motion 
| Mr. CAMBRELENG demanded the yeas ang 
| nays; which were not ordered. 
The House then adjourned. 











IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 16, 1839. 


| The PRESIDENT presented a communication 
| from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a 
| copy of the survey of May river, from Tybee to 
Hunt river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
Also, a communication from the President of 
_ the United States, in relation to the percentage 
allowed to disbursing agents; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a communication from the President of 
| the United States, in relation to the condition of 
| the Seminole Indians who have emigrated; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


| Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of a 
| number of citizens of Pittsburg, praying for an 
| appropriation for improving the navigation of the 
| Ohio river; which was referred to the Committee 
| on Roads and Canals, and ordered to be printed 
| Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Rich- 
ard Graham and John O. Fallon, asking to be re- 
| leased from responsibility incurred as sureties, 
Mr. MORRIS presented a paper from William 
| Beck, of Cincinnati, who supposed that he hed 
| discovered a grand catholicon for all the diseases 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








| 


| was laid on the table. 


Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of 
Henry C. Corbitt and two hundred and forty-one 
others, legal voters of Chestnut ward, in thecity 
of Philadelphia. Also, the memorial of Samuel 
W. Picking, and fifty-nine men and ten women of 
Frankford, Pennsylvania, of similar purport, re- 
monstrating against admitting any State into the 
Union with a constitution tolerating slavery, and 
requesting Congress to reject all propositions for 
the annexation of Texas to this Union. 

The motion of reception was, on motion of 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, ordered to lie 
on the table. : 

Mr. WALL presented the remonstrance of cit- 
izens of Gloucester county, New Jersey, against 
| the admission of any State into the Union with 
a constitution tolerating slavery, and against the 
admission of Texas into the Union. . 

The question of reception was, on motion of 
Mr. ROANE, laid on the table. 


: REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which a resolution of the 
Senate, in relation to the banks in the District of 
Columbia, was referred, made a report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. : 

Mr. N. also, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill relating to the manner in 
which certain laws of the District of Columbia 
shail be executed; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. ; , 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which the subject had been 


{ 








| of the monetary system; which, after being read, 
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1880. 
referred ’ 


the Mayor of Washington to execute deeds to 
certain citizens of Washington; which was read, i 





reported a joint resolution authorizing 





and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, || 
reported a bill for the relief of Malachi Hagan, 
of the Territory of Florida; which was read, and || 
ordered to a second reading, and theaccompany- |, 
ing report ordered to be printed. | 

r. WALKER, from the Committee on Pub- || 
lic Lands, to which the subject had been referred, || 
reported a bill in relation to certain railways in | 
the State of Mississippi; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. he 

© Also, a bill granting to the State of Michigan | 
one hundred thousand acres of land, to aid said 
State in constructing a canal around the falls of 
Ste. Marie; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. 

Also, the bill for the relief of Henry Marsh, | 
without amendment. \| 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to | 
which was referred the resolution of the Legisla- | 
ture of the State of Vermont, in favor of granting | 
a tract of land to of the colleges in that State, | 
asked to be disch&fged from the further consid- 
eration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary, to which was referred the petition of John 
Roberts, asked to be discharged from the further | 
consideration thereof; which wasagreed to. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, asked | 
tobe discharged from the further consideration || 
of the memorial of Charles S. Hempstead; which | 
was agreed to. || 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to || 


vell White, of Baltimore, reported a bill for his || 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 1 
reading. || 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- |, 
nance, to which had been referred the petition of |; 
a number of citizens of Ohio in favor of the incor- 
poration of a National Bank, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof; | 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill to allow a drawback 
on imported hemp, reported the same without |) 
amendment. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Milita- || 
ry Affairs, to which had been referred the inquiry | 
as to the expediency of remunerating Lieutenant 
J.B. Thornton, forlosses sustained by the wreck | 
ofthe Pulaski, asked to be discharged trom the 
further consideration thereof; which was agreed || 
to. \| 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, from the Commit- || 
tee on Pensions, to which had been referred the | 
petition of the heirs of Abraham White, asked to | 
be discharged from the further consideration || 
thereof; which was agreed to. 


CLAIMS OF VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, moved to refer to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs the report of the | 
Secretary of War, (Duc. No 58,) in reply to the || 


resolution of the Senate, adopted on the 2d in- | 
stant, calling for information as to the time when 


j 





lost in the service of the United States, in the late 
campaign against the Seminole Indians, will be 
examined and s@ttled; and what further, if any, 
provisions are necessary to a promptand just set- 
Uement of said claims. 

Mr, C. also offered the following resolution on 
the same subject: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making further 
provision by law for the more prompt adjustment and pay- 
inent of claims for horses Jost in the service of the United 
States ; and also into the expediency of removing the lim- 
itation fixed by the War Department on the value of horses 
lost in said service. 


Mr. C. also remarked, in connection with the 


resolution, that he-wished to call the attention of 


the honorable chairman of the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs to so much of the do¢ument to be 
referred to the committee as related to restriction 
indicated by the last clause of his resolution. The 
Third Auditor, in his report to the Secretary of 
War, remarks: 
“ Your decision on the subject prohibits the allowance 
for any cavalry, or ¥ BY 
more than one 


* 


| into the public service horses of greater, or per- 


| of $120. 


|| quest, 
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on in your letter to General Jesup of the 2d December, |' yoting by the House, where it is now provided 


1837,” &e. 


Mr. C. remarked, that as regarded the Ala- | 


bama volunteers, and probably most of those from 
other States, the operation of this restriction 
would be retrospective, and consequently unjust. 
He said he believed the Alabama volunteers had 
been mustered into service before the promulga- 


|| 
tion of this rule, and, of course, without any | 


knowledge of its existence; and it would operate 
with extreme hardship on those who had carried 





haps double the value, to be restricted to the sum 


It was (he said) with a view to prevent | 
he ha 


the special attention of the committee. 
The resolution was then adopted nem con. 


WORKMEN ON THE TREASURY. 


Mr. BAYARD asked that the bill to amend 
the act establishing a criminal court in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia might be taken up. | 

Mr. BENTON begged the Senator from Dela- | 


|| ware to withdraw his motion a few minutes, for | 


the purpose of taking up the joint resolution from 
the House to pay the workmen on the public | 
buildings. 

Mr. BAYARD acceding to Mr, Benron’s re- | 


The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 


sentatives to investigate and settle the claims of || 


the workmen on the public buildings in the city 
of Washington, was taken up. 


Mr. MORRIS opposed the passage of the res- | 
which was referred the memorial of John Camp- || olution, on the ground that it would be taking || 
money from the Treasury without an appropria- || 


tion by law. 


'| the unjust operation of the rules referred to that |. 
penned the last clause of the resolution || 
| he had submitted; and he hoped it would attract |) 


Mr. KING and Mr. FULTON answered the | 


objections, and the joint resolution was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and, by 


| unanimous consent, was read the third time and 


passed. 
COURT IN TENNESSEE. 
‘The amendment of the House of Representa- 


'to hold a court at Jackson, in said State, was 
considered and agreed to. 


SMITHSONIAN LEGACY. 
The amendment of the House of Representa- 


BRADBURY T. JEPSON. 


The bill from the House for the relief of Brad- 
bury T. Jepson was read the third time and passed. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 
On motion of Mr. STRANGE, it was 


Ordered, That the report of the Commissioner of the Pat- 


| ent Office, made to the Senate on the [4th instant, be 


printed. 
PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill for the graduation and reduction of 
the price of the public lands came up as the un- 


‘ ° || finished business; and, after a debate, in which 
the claims of the volunteers of Alabama, for horses || 


Messrs. CALHOUN, BAYARD, ROBINSON, 


‘| and CLAY of Kentucky, took part, the question 
| was taken on ordering it to be engrossed for a 
| third reading, and was decided in the affirmative 


| to be by ballot. 


Mr. WISE objected. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE thereupon moved a sus- 


|| pension of the rules. 


Mr. WISE moved a call of the House. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired if the mover of the res- 
olution intended it to embrace the cases of elec- 
tion of President and Vice President? 

Mr. DROMGOOLE replied that he had drafted 
| the resolution expressly with regard to the rules 
of the House only, which were adopted by each 

ongress; and no such case as that referred to by 
the gentleman could come on this session, 

Mr. ADAMS requested Mr. Wise to with- 
draw the motion fora call of the House. 

Mr. WISE could not do so; for, on the adop- 
tion of a proposition of this kind, he wished it 
fully debated in a full House. 


| 
| 
| 


postpone the motion to some future day, as, if 
adopted, it would have an immediate effect upon 


|| 
Mr. ADAMS appealed to Mr. Dromeoote to 
| 


| another subject—the mode of appointing or elect- 


ing the select committee on the Swartwout case. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE could not consent to do so; 
the less so as the principle had already been set- 
tled by the House at the commencement of the 
present session. 

A call of the House was then ordered, without 
a division, and proceeded in until the roll was 
called over a second time, when it was dispensed 
with. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Drom- 
| GOOLE’s motion to suspend the rules, and the 
yeas and nays were ordered on the call of the 
same gentleman. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
to lay the resolution on the table. 

The SP“ AKER ruled the motion to be out of 
| order, on the ground that the resolution was not 
before the House till the rules were suspended. 

The question being then taken, resulted—yeas 


| 97, nays 93; as follows: 


| tives to the bill to amend an act to require the || 
| judge of the district of East and West Tennessee 


'| tives to the joint resolution relative to the Smith- || 
| sonian legacy, was laid on the table. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bickucll, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, 
| Brodhead, Bronson, Cambreleng, Johu Campbell, Casey, 
Chaney, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig. Crary, 
Cushman, Davee, Deberry, De Graff, Dromgoole, Elmore, 
Farrington, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, James Garland, Grandand, 
| Gray, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, Robert M. ‘T. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez 


|, Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, 


| Klingensmith, Lewis, Logan, Lyon, James M. Mason, 
| Martin, McKay, Robert MeClellan, Abraham MeCletlan, 
| McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Nobie, 
Owens, Palmer, Parmenter, Payuter, Petrikin, Phelps, 
Potter, John H. Prentiss, Reily, Richardson, Rives, Robert- 


|| son, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor. Snyder, Stuart, Swearingen, 


| ‘Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas,¢Titus, Toucey, Towns, Tur- 
| ney, Vail, Weeks, Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Worth 
ington, and Yell—97. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Ayerigg, Bell, Bid- 
| dle, Bond, William B. Calhoun, Willian B. Campbell, 
| Carter, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Clowney, Coffin, Cran 
| ston, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Ed- 
| wards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland, Giddings, Goode, James Graham, William 
| Graham, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
| Hawes, Henry, Herod, Henry Johnson, William ©. John- 
i] son, Kennedy, Lincoln, Matiory, Marvin. Sampson Mason, 
|| Maury, May, Maxwell, Menef-e, Mercer, Mitehetl, Mat- 
|| thias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Peck, 
|| Potts, Pratt, Sergeant 3. Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Ran- 
|| dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson. Rumsey, Russell. Salton- 
|| stall, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, Sibley, Siade, 
i Sinith, Southgate, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Thompson, 
|| Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 8. White, John 
| White, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher 
|| H. Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke--93. 


majority of two thirds, 


n cases in question, of || him on Monday last, 
and twenty dollars, the sum fixed || rules, so as to substitute the viva voce mode of 


| So the rules were not suspended, requiring a 


|| WEAS—Messrs. See, Benrok, Reon, Soy of Ala- REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
|| bama, Cuthbert, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, || . 
{| Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Nilee Norvell, Pierce, | Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
|| Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, || tionary Claims, reported, without amendment, 
| Tipton, Walker, White, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, 
“NAYS Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of K 
AYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- . oe 
|| tueky, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Pren- || | Mr. McK AY, from the Committee on Military 
|| tiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, || Afiairs, reported a bill entitled ‘* An act to amend 
| Pane oeane, Swift, Tallmadge, Wall, and Williams || an act for calling forth the militia to execute the 
Sadik OM I | laws of the Union, suppressing insurrection, snp 
|| repelling invasions, and to repeal the act now in 
|| force for this purpose, approved February 28, 
|| 1795.” 
| Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a bill for the settlement of 
the accounts of the State of New Hampshire. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the consent of the || Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 
House to take up the resolution submitted by | Revolutionary Pensions, reported a joit resola- 
for an amendment to the | tion, explanatory of the act of the 9th of July, 
| 1838, granting half pay and pension to certain 


|| —yeas 27, nays 22; as follows: | 
| 


| Senate bill for the relief of Sarah Angel and the 
| other heirs-at-law of Benjamin King, deceased. 








The Senate then went into executive session; 
after which it adjourned. , 
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of the widow, or the death of her husband since 
the passage of the act, shall not bar her claim.] 
The resolution having been read twice, and 


referred to the Committee of the Whole, Mr. | 


W. asked its present consideration; but it being 
objected to, Mr: W. gave notice that he would 
move to take it up the first convenient opportu- | 
nity. 

Mr. FRY, from the same committee, reported 
bills granting pensions to Benjamin Price, Wil- | 
liam Harper, and Mary Uptegraft. { 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, from the same | 
committee, reported a bill granting a pension to 
Konrad Widrig. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Martin Hooper and Charles Grisley. 

Mr. MITCHELL, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of John Wheeler. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the select committee 
" on the subject of steam engines, reported tne fol- 
lowing resolution; which was concurred in: 


Resolved, That two communications from the Secretary 
of the Treasury to the committee on steam engines, and 


the accompanying papers, the petition of the citizens of || 


Pittsburg in behalf of Cadwallader’s invention, and the pe- 
tition of owners of steamboats at Louisville, be printed. 

Mr. SERGEANT submitted the following res- 
olution; which was agreed to. 

Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury on steam engines, and of the 
two communications from the said Secretary this day or- 
dered to be printed, be printed for the use of the House. 


Mr. MASON, of Ohio, from the select com- 
mittee on the subject, reported a bill to repeal the 
second section off 

if locating Virginia military land warrants, and re- 
turning surveys thereon to the General Land Office, 
ae approved July 7, 1838. 

ir. M. moved the engrossthent of the bill. 
Mr. PETRIKIN moved its commitment; which 
was lost. 


Siar The bill was then ordered to be read a third 


time to-day. 


fe Mr. TOUCEY, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, made an unfavorable report on the | 


8s, petition of John M. Seran. 


ead 


Mr. CORWIN, from the same committee, made 
at an unfavorable report on the petition of Benjamin 
* Heartt. 

Mr. DEBERRY, from the Committee on Ag- 
riculture, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of Andrew Logan, of lowa Territory. 

Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on Indian 


Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the peti- || 


tion of Robert Johnson, aiministrator of L. Roy. 


a pate yes 


morial of Charles W. Dalney. 
On motion of Mr. LEGARE, the Committee 


eid 
very. 


sagt sad heehee 


rial of sundry citizens of the State of Massachu- 
setts upon the subjects of war and peace. 
Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Rev- 


olutionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on | 


; the petitions of Jane Vreeland, Nehemiah Phillips, 
, and Catharine Rhodes, of Savannah, Georgia. 
+) Mr. CHILDS, from the Committee on Revolu- 

iy tionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the 


vetitions of Paoli Wills, Patience Smith, James || 


' hompson, Susannah Lilley, Mary Wilman, and 
Bs Colonel William Lawrence. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same commit- 


David Goodrich, Abijah Hitchcock, Sylvanus 
Wood, heirs of Benjamin Chappell, Cornelius 
Phillips, Edmund Price, heirs of Daniel Starr, 


Oe ansehen rete 


: and Elisha Dillingham. 
: Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, from the same 
' committee, made an unfavorable report on the 


petition of Benjamin Bibben. 
1 Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on In- 


valid Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the || 


etitions of Betsey Warner, Elias Carpenter, 
' ames Taylor, and Samuel Butler. 
Bi Mr. ALLAN, of Vermont, from the same com- 


EH mittee, made unfavorable reports on the petitions || 


of Aden Bartlet and David Bartlet. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Et ted oe 
ete te 


CUSHMAN and SPENCER. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, on leave, 
presented certain joint resolutions from the Legis- 
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widows; (providing that a subsequent marriage || lature of North Carolina ~: the subject of the fl the confluence of the St. Peters and Mississipp; 


| public lands; which, on his motion, were read, || rivers. 


ordered to be printed, and referred to the general | 
committee of twenty-six on the public lands. 


| 
DEFALCATION OF SWARTWOUT. | 
The House then resumed the consideration of || 


' 
j 
j 


COURT IN THE DISTRICT. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Senate took 
up and considered, as in Committee of the Whole 
the bill to amend the act to establish a criminal 


the resolution to raise a select committee to inquire 


into the defalcations of Samuel Swartwout, as 


stated in the proceedings of yesterday. 

The debate was continued b essrs, UN- 
DERWOOD, FRY, MARTIN, BIDDLE, TOU- 
CEY, and DUNCAN. The latter gentleman, 
after having discussed the proposition before the 

Louse at some length, gave way to 

Mr. BOON, who moved that the House ad- 
journ, 


| court in the District of Columbia; and, after some 
_ remarks from Mr. B., the bill was ordered to je 
| engrossed for a third reading. 


PUBLIC LANDS, 


The bill to provide for the graduation and re. 
| duction of the price of the public lands came up 
| on its third reading. 

Messrs. CLAY, CALHOUN, BUCHANAN, 
| NILES, BENTON, and KING addressed the 


the act to extend the time for || 


Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the Committee on |! 
Foreign Affairs, reported unfavorably on the me- | 


on Foreign Affairs was discharged from the memo- || 


tee, made unfavorable reports on the petitions of | 


| 
Petitions, on leave, were presented by Messrs. |, 


yeas and nays; which were ordered. 
Mr. BOON then withdrew the motion for ad- || 
journment. 
Mr. TURNEY renewed the motion to adjourn; 
| upon which the yeas and nays were ordered; and 
were—yeas 92, nays 78. | 
The eee accordingly adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


Tuurspay, January 17, 1839. 


The PRESIDENT communicated areport from 
the War Department, containing statements show- 
ing the contracts entered into by that Department 
during the year 1838; which was laid on the ta- 

| ble, and ordered to be printed. 

The PRESIDENT communicated reports from || 
the Executive Departments, as follows; which || 
were severally laid on the table, and ordered to 
|| be printed: 

A communication from the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, inclosing reports of the 
Surveyors General of Illinois and Missouri, 
| which were not received in time to be included in | 

the annual report of that bureau. 

A report from the Secretary of War, inclosing || 
a statement from the Indian Bureau, showing the || 

number of persons employed in that branch of || 
the public service. 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
made in compliance with the resolution of the 
10th instant, showing the amount that would have 
been distributed up to June, 1839, under the bill 
to provide for the distribution of the proceeds of | 
the sales of the public lands, which passed both | 
Houses and was vetoed by President Jackson. || 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


} 
Mr. LYON presented the petition of Joseph | 
Campan, asking for a patent for a certain tract of | 
and; which was referred to the Committee on || 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of Eze- 
| kiel Rodgers; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. BENTON submitted a document prepared 
by General Hernandez, relative to the bill for the |) 
armed occupation of Florida. 

Mr. BAYA RD presented the petition of sundry | 
inhabitants from New Castle county, Delaware, 

| praying for an appropriation for the construction 
of a harbor at Delaware city; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Commerce, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SWIFT, from the Committee on Indian 

Affairs, to which the subject had been referred, 
| reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy, 
| of Arkansas; which was read, and ordered to a 
| second reading. 
| Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
| nance, to which the same had been referred, re- 
|| ported the bill from the House for the relief of | 
| Smith & Towns, without amendment. 
| Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 
_ which had been referred the petition of Henry J. 
| Pickering, reported a bill for his relief; which 
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| was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The report of the Committee on Pensions un- 
|| favorable to the petition of the heirs of Abraham 
|| White, was considered and concurred in. 


NOTICE OF A RESOLUTION. 
i} 


|| Mr. NORVELL gave notice that he would 
| to-morrow ask leave to introduce a joint resolu- 
‘| tion providing for the purchase of the island at 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, demanded the Senate; and the question on the passage of the 


bill being taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays 22; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of Ala. 
bama, Cuthbert, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce’ 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana’ 
Tipton, Walker, White, Williams of Mississippi, Wright’ 
and Young—27. ? 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, @ihoun, Clay of Ken. 
tucky, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, ean, Merrick, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard 
Spence, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Wall, and Williams 
of Maine—22. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 17, 1829. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the Committee 
om Se reported a bill for the relief of 
ohn ; 
Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported, without 
amendment, Senate bill regulating the transporta- 
tion of the mail by railroads; which was read the 
third time and passed. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported, with a recommendation 
that it do not pass, Senate bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Captain Thomas Ripley; 
and said bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manu- 
factures, reported a bill to authorize Isaac Gage, 
of Augusta, in the State of Maine, to import, free 
of duty, the iron materials for the construction of 
steam vessels to be used in the coasting trade. 

Mr. INGHAM, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the widow 
of John Marshall. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Dr. J. M. Foltz. 

Also, the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of building five 
brigs or schooners for the public service, the same having 
been recommended by the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. HOWARD submitted an amendment pro- 
posing to extend the inquiry to the expediency of 
constructing one or more steam revenue cutters; 
but he withdrew it on the suggestion of Mr. Inc- 
HAM that the subject wss already before the Naval 
Committee. 

Mr. PETRIKIN should like to know where 
was the use of adopting a resolution from the 
Naval Committee to instruct itself. If the object 
was considered by that committee to be a proper 
one, let them take the responsibility, and not re- 





lieve themselves by throwing it thus indirectly 


upon the House. 

Mr. INGHAM replied that this was the inva- 
riable usage of the House, at least ever since he 
had been a member of it, to instruct a committee 
on a subject which was not already before them. 
The committee could not report otherwise on 
this subject, because, though the object was rec- 
ommended by the Secretary of the Navy, his 


‘report had not yet been referred to the Naval 


Committee. Hence the committee was driven to 
adopt this course. 
he resolution was then concurred in. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the Committee 
of Claims, made an unfavorable report upon the 
petition of William Kilgore; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of Charles Whitcomb and James Gullison; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. ; 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the Committee on 
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fannfactures was discharged from the further | Some conversation took place between Messrs.|| Mr. KENNEDY obtained the floor, and moved 
spsideration of the petition of William Colegate || ADAMS and LEGARE in relation to the memo- | that the House adjourn; upon which motion 

vad others, in relation to the duty on starch; and | rials presented, and the report of the committee Mr. COFFIN demanded the yeas and nays. 
er referred to the same Committee of the || of the last session upon this subject? The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Whole on the state of the Union to which was 
ferred @ bill upon the same subject. 


‘| memorials before the committee; one class relat- | yeas 14, nays 193. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


| 
Mr. HOWARD said there were two classes of The question was taken, and there appeared— 
| 


ing to the creating of a congress of nations, to || So the House refused to adjourn. 
: ; settle national difficulties generally, and the other Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, renewed the 

The following message from the President of || asking the interposition of the United States be- | motion for a call of the House. 
the United States was laid before the House by | tween the Republic of Mexico and the French || The question was taken by tellers; and there 
the Speaker: ‘| nation. The latter class the committee now had | appeared—ayes 99, noes 101. 
To the House of Representatives : '| underconsideration,and, he hoped, would be pre- |} So the motion was decided in the negative. 

{ ay before you a communication from the Secretary of || pared in a few days to make a report thereupon. || The question then recurred upon the motion 
War, Ste oe cae netins sie puopetaty af baleen anaet eG The former, proposing a congress of nations, had | for the previous question. 
wiiMot country West of the Mississippi for the Seminole || been fully considered and reported upon by that The question was taken by tellers; and there 


indians, 80 that they may be separate trom the Creeks; and || committee at the last session. No new matter on | appeared—ayes 94, noes 118. 

representing the necessity of a sinall appropriation for sup- |) the former point had been brought before them | So the motion was decided in the negative. 

siving the iunmediate wants of those who have been re- || ; } al hich th did h | Mr. KENNEDY. be : S 

riving “and [ respectfully recommend these subjects tothe | in these memorials, which they did not touch r. KENNI , being entitled to the floor, 

early consideration and favorable action of Congress. | upon at that time; and it was for that reason that | proceeded to discuss, for a short time, the prop- 

. M. VAN BUREN. Hy the committee asked to be discharged from the || osition before the House; but waived his right 
'| further consideration of the subject. He had no | to admit a motion for adjournment. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of War, trans- || objection to vote for printing the memorial also. || The question upon the motion to adjourn was 
misting information called for by the resolution | Mr. H. was understood to say that the report had | then taken; and decided in the negative—yeas 83, 
of the 3lst‘December ultimo, in relation to the | been founded upon one memorial. _ | nays 113. mae 
jjstribution of arms to the militia of the United | Mr. ADAMS rejoined, that as this report had Mr. KENNEDY intimated a wish that the 
Siates, under the act of April 23, 1808; which | been founded upon but one single memorial, he | House should come to a decision upon the sub- 


WasuincToN, January 16, 1839. 


ietter was ordered to lie on the table. | considered it an additional reason why it should || ject before it; and to enable it to do so suspended 
Also, a letter from the Secretary of War, trans- || be recommitted. He considered the report made | all further remarks. 
mitting a statement of the contracts made by the | by that committee at the last session, one of the The question being on the proposition of Mr. 


carious officers of the War Department on behalf || ablest that had ever been produced upon that sub- | Tuomas, to strike from the amendment moved 
of the United States, in the year 1838; which | ject, and would be willing to vote for printing one || by Mr. Gartanp, of Virginia, the words * elect 
jeter and statements were laid on’ the table. | million copies to disseminate among the people. | by ballot,’’ and insert the words ‘* viva voce,”’ 


Also, a letter from the Secretary of State of | Some further conversation here took place Mr. FILLMORE thereon demanded the yeas 
Vermont, inclosing the credentials of the Vermont || between Messrs. LEGARE, CUSHING, and | and nays. ; 
jelegation for the Twenty-Sixth Congress of the | ADAMS. ‘ Mr. SMITH inquired of the Chair if the amend- 


United States; which was ordered to lie on the Mr. PETRIKIN, having obtained the floor, |; ment to the amendment would not, as involving 
table, moved the previous question; but subsequently || a change of the rules, require a majority of two 
Mr. CASEY presented to the House certain | withdrew it for an explanation from | thirds for its adoption ? 

documents from the Secretary of War in relation Mr. ADAMS, who said, as he felt himself; The SPEAKER was understood to say that, 
joan application which had been made to Con- || satisfied by the explanations of the gentlemen of | if the amendment to the amendment required two 
gress by J. B. Beaubien and his associates, for || the committee, he would withdraw his motion to || thirds, it would also require two thirds to adopt 
hisconfirmation of their claim to the military res- || recommit, but insist on that to print the memio- || the resolution. He decided that it was competent 


evation at Fort Dearborn, adjoining the city,of || rial. for a majority to amend the resolution; but as it 
Chicago, on Lake Michigan; which, on his mo- || Mr. PETRIKIN here renewed his motion for | involved a change of the rules, it would require 


tion, was ordered to be printed and laid on the | 


the previous question; which was seconded— || a vote of two thirds to pass it; and cited prece- 
table. 


yeas 68, nays 97. dents of the House and parliamentary law to sus- 
PETER MOORE AND COMPANY. | The main question was then ordered—being || tain him in his decision. eh 

Mr. HUBLEY asked th cof the upon the motion of Mr. Lecare to print the Mr. WISE said he did not coincide with the 
fhe hea Sei cae ahit at | report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, made | opinion of the Speaker; that the law did not sat- 


Peter M ac ii etesas: ein on yesterday—and decided in the affirmative. | isfy his mind. He contended that it was not com- 

Ee eT ee saws SHG: Others, Wem Wes || | petent for the Chair to entertain a motion which 

agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed || IMPORTS, ETC. was, in effect, to change and abrogate the rules 
i * j i 7 ~ " . o.. F 7 

fora third reading to-day. | Mr. ELMORE asked leave of the House to | of the House, and stated his point of order to be 

CONGRESS OF NATIONS. || take up the resolution submitted by him on the | founded upon the rules of the House, in the fol- 


8th of January, calling for information from the | lowing words: 
| Secretary of the Treasury on the subject of im- | — « Ajj committees shall be appointed by the Speaker, un- 
| ports, exports, and duties; which was agreed to, | less otherwise specially directed by the House; in which 
and the resolution adopted. |, case they shall be appointed by ballot.” 


, wotic® oF i Stix. The SPEAKER decided that it was in order to 
be printed. He would beg leave now to make | 


move the amendment, and that the point raised 
ded suaitinie || Mr. TILLINGHAST gave notice that he || might be “a fit ground for its rejection by that 
Mr. HOWARD suggested the following '| should, to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill to 


t House, but not within the competence of the 
| allow a drawback on duties on imported hemp, || Speaker to suppress, as if it were against order;’’ 
amendment: H : £ 
|| when manufactured into cordage and exported. 


that if theamendment to the amendment be agreed 
to by a majority,and the amendment as amended 
| be incorporated into the resolution by a majority, 
éocuments of the second session of the Twenty-Fifth Con- The House then resumed the consideration of || the resolution, in that form, would require, under 
wees. || Mr. Camspre_ene’s motion to raise a select com- || the 119th rule, which provides, ‘‘ nor shall any 

Mr. ADAMS suggested the propriety ofamend- || mittee to investigate the defalcations of Samuel | rule be suspended except by a.vote of at least 
ing the motion so as to include the memorial || Swartwout; the question being on the motion to || two thirds of the members present,” a vote of 
viich he presented last year, forming the basis || strike from the modified resolution the proposi- | two thirds to pass the same. 


Mr. LEGARE said, that, yesterday, in making 
the report upon the memorial of certain citizens | 
of Massachusetts, praying for a congress of na- | 
tions for the settlement of national disputes, he | 
had neglected to make the motion that the same | 


For reasons’ stated in the report of the Committee on 


Foreign Affairs, made to the House on 13th June, 1838, and DEFALCATION OF SWARTWOUT. 
numbered nine hundred and seventy nine, in the printed 


of this report, and also those presented since. || tion to raise said committee by ballot. | Mr. WISE appealed from this decision of the 
these memorialists seem to be well acquainted} Mr. DUNCAN addressed the House at some Chair, and demanded the yeas and nays upon 

with the report made by thegentleman at the last |, length; and having concluded his remarks, || said appeal. 

session. | Mr, PETRIKIN obtained the floor,and moved | Mr. ELMORE suggested tothe gentleman from 
Mr. LEGARE had no objection to this amend- || the previous question. |, Virginia [Mr. Wise} that this was not the time 

ment. || Mr. GRENNELL moved a call of the House; | to raise the question of order; that it Would be 
Mr. ADAMS said he presumed the committee || before taking the question, however, /, much better to raise it upon the resolution itself, 


had not looked into the memorial which discusses || Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew the motion for the | and not on a preliminary motion. 

ihe report made by that. committee at the last ses- || previous question, at the solicitation of ' | Mr. WISE replied that it was the proper time; 
‘ion. It was the most luminous of all present- || Mr. STANLY, who, having spoken some time || he wanted the House to determine whether it was 
tithem. He hoped the present report would be || in reply to Mr. Duncan, renewed the motion for || competent to entertain a motion that, in his opin- 
“committed to that committee to take into con-| the previous question. _ lon, violated a rule of the House. 

‘deration these memorials. He had many upon r. WISE inquired what would be the effect || Mr. FILLMORE here read the rule of the 
‘Me same subject which had not yet been present- || of the motion for the previous question, if it pre- || House, which, in substance, says that a propo- 
¢l, from enlightened citizens from various parts | vailed? Would it cut off the amendment which || sition toamend the rules should be submitted one 


of the Union. | proposed the appointment of the committee by i day previous to the question on its action; and 
The SPEAKER decided that the motion to 











allot? . | gave it as his opinion that it was not in order té 
pout was a distinct one from that of the Commit- || The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. || entertain the motion to amend the resolution. 
“e on Foreign Affairs. It would not, therefore, Mr. WISE moved a call of the House. | Mr. BANKSsaid he had risen for the purpose 
°¢ in order to amend that motion by moving to The question was taken by tellers; and there | of sustaining the decision of the Chair,and should 
commit the report; but a motion to recommit appeared —ayes 91, noes 90. || have preferred adhering to the course he had pre- 


sud prrat would be in order. he SPEAKER voted against it, and eonse- | scribed to himself in voting rather than in partici- 
Mr. ADAMS so modified his motion. < || quently it was lost. . pating in the protracted and boundless debates of 
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this House, and especially upon the resolutions | 
and amendments now under consideration; but, || 
coneurring in the decision made by the Chair in 

the question of order now raised, and as an ap- 

peal had been taken from that decision to the | 
House, he felt bound by every consideration of 
duty which he owed to himself and the privileges 
due to every member of the House, briefly to 
assign the reasons for the opinion he entertained. 
He regretted that, in the views he should present 
upon this subject, he should be compelled, by 
way of illustration, to allade to the practice of 
another legislative body, over whose deliberations || 
he long had the honor of presiding. 

Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. B.,) what is the ques- 
tion we are called upon to decide? Certain reso- | 
lutions have been introduced proposing to raise a 
committee to investigate the defalcation of Mr. 
Swartwout, late collector at the portof New York; || 
a motion had been made by his colleague [Mr. 
Wise] to amend the resolutions so as to change 
the mode of appointing the committee, by insert- 
ing the words ‘ by ballot;’’ and the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. Tuomas] had moved to 
amend the amendment by substituting in lieu 
thereof, “‘ viva voce.’’ He asked whether it was 
in order to move to amend the amendment? There 
could be no doubt upon that point. It is a prin- 
ciple of parliamentary law recognized by every 
writer upon the subject, and practiced upon by 
every legislative body known to our history, that 
a further amendment at this time would not be in 
order. However inconsistent or incompatible an 
amendment may be to one already agreed to, or | 
to the main question itself, it furnished proper || 
ground for its rejection by the House; but it could | 
not be suppressed by the Speaker. Suppose that | 
the proposition of the gentleman from Maryland | 
was in direct and palpable violation of the Con- 
stitution of the United States: could the Speaker 
say that it was out of order, and, therefore, not |, 
entertain the motion? Surely not, sir. Each mem- | 
ber decides for himself what is constitutional or | 
unconstitutional, expedient or inexpedient. The 
only question for the Speaker to decide, when a 
proposition is submitted, is, whether it isin order | 
toamend. If that question be answered affirma- 
tively, he has no right to decide upon the char- | 
acter or bearing of the proposition or amendment. 
If this amendment to the amendment should be 
adopted, and finally become incorporated with, 
and stand as a part of, the original resolution, 
then, by another rule of the House, it would re- 
quire two thirds of the members present to pass 
the resolution, which he believed would be carried 
by nine tenths of the members of this body; for | 
no member was opposed to this investigation. In | 
the House of Delegates of Virginia everything | 
is decided by a majority of the House; we know 
nothing of this two-thirdssystem. By a standing | 
rule of that House, no committee, whether stand- 
ing or select, shall be less than five, nor more than 
thirteen members; it had often happened there, 
upon great and general questions, affecting every 
portion of the State, that a resolution would be 
adopted directing the Speaker to take one mem- | 
ber from each congressional or senatorial district; | 
the standing rule, by the action of the House || 
itself, would be, pro tanto, suspended or repealed; 
so the same principle would prevail here under 
the rules of this House. But, sir, you are doing || 
every day in practice the identical principle in- 
volved in this amendment. He would not, how- 
ever, recapitulate and comment upon the prece- | 
dents and authorities brought to bear upon this 
question by the Speaker, and would not trespass 
longer upon the patience of the House, believing 
that action was more important than words. i] 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, replied briefly | 
to Mr. Banks, and in opposition to the decision || 
of the Speaker, and contendea that the adoption || 
of the two-third principle, by entertaining the | 
motion to incorporate in this resolution the words || 


‘* viva voce,’? would be practicing a fraud upon | 


the House. 

The SPEAKER here made a further brief ex- 
planation in support of his decision. 

‘Mr. HARLAN moved the previous question 
upon the appeal; which was seconded. 

The main question being, ** Shall the decision |, 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the || 
House?’’ 

Mr. CAMBRELENG demanded the yeas and 
nays upon that question; which were ordered. 








} 
| 


1 





LS 


| resolution as to accept the words ** viva voce,’’ in } 


' Mr. Garvanp, of 


| yeas and nays. 


| land, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 


| Pickens, Pope, Potts, Sergeant 8. Prentiss, Putnam, Rari- 


| 1er, Petrikin, Phelps, Potter, Pratt, John H. Prentiss, Reily, || 
| Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Charlies Shepard, Sheplor, 


to 


| of the resolutions; and upon that question, 


| to: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Mr. WISE thereupon withdrew his appeal. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG so modified his original 





the place of ** by ballot.’ 

r. WISE inquired if the resolution, in this 
form, providing tor the appointment of the com- 
Mittee viva voce, was in order? 

The SPEAKER decided it to be in order; but | 
that, if the resolution, in its modified form, be 
agreed to, it would operate as a suspension of 
the rules, and would require a ‘* vote of at least 











two thirds of the members present’’ to pass the 


same; and that, if not passed by a vote of two 


| thirds, the message of the President would re- || 
' main the business before the House, subject to | 


be referred to a committee to be appointed by | 
ballot, or to any other disposition which the 
House might choose to make of it. 

The resolution being modified by the mover to 


read, ‘‘appointed by the House viva voce,’’ the 


amendment moved to the original resolution by || 
Virginia, and the amendment | 
moved thereto by Mr. Tuomas, fell. | 

Mr. MARVIN asked whether it would be in || 
order so to amend the resolution, as modified, as || 
to strike out the words ‘* viva voce,’’ and insert || 
the words ** by ballot?’’ | 


The SPEAKER decided that it would. 
Mr. MARVIN then moved to amend the res- | 
olution accordingly. | 
Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, demanded the | 


i! 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being || 
taken, resulted—yeas 113, nays 105; as follows: || 


1 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John | 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, William B. | 
Calhoun, John Calhoon, William B. Campbell, Carter, 
Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Cran- 
ston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Da- 
vies, Deberry, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Giddings, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Grant- 


Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Hopkins, Jabez Jackson, 
Henry Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Legare, Lincoln, 
Mallory, Marvin, Sampson Mason, May, Maxwell, Mc- 
Kennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Matthias 
Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Pearce, Peck, 


den, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Rob- 
inson, Rumsey, Russell, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sergeant, | 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Smith, | 
Southgate, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, || 
Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert S. White, John || 
White, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher || 
H. Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—113. || 
NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, || 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, | 
Brodhead, Bronson, Bynum, Cambreleng, John Campbell, || 
Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, i 
| 

| 





Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, De Graff, Drom- || 
oole, Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, || 
sallup, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hamer, Harrison, Haw- 
kins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, William H. | 
Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jack- || 

son, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, || 

Kiingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, James || 
M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham | | 
McClellan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 

Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parmenter, Parris, Payn- || 


Spencer, Stuart, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Tou- 
cey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Weeks, |, 
Whittlesey, Sherrard Williams, Jared W. Williams, Worth- | 
ington, and Yell—105. 


The question then recurred upon the adoption 


| 
Mr. KENNEDY demanded the yeas and nays; | 
which were not ordered. {| 


The resolutions, as follows, were then agreed | 





Resolved, That the communication from the President | 
of the United States, of the 8th of December, 1832, relating 
to the defalcation of the late collector of the port of New 
York, except so much as relates to a modification of the 
revenue laws, be referred to a select committee of nine 
members, to be appointed by the House by ballot, whose 
duty itshall be to inquire into the causes and extent of the 
late defalcations of the custom-house at New York and 
other places; the length of time they have existed ; the cor- 
rectness of the returns which have been made by the col- 
lectors, naval and other officers, and the deposit banks, re- | 
spectively ; and all such facts connected with the said defal- 
cations as may be deemed material to develop their true 
character. . 

Be it further resolved, That thasaid committee be required || 
to inquire into, and make report of, auy defalcations among || 
the collectors, receivers, and disbursers of the public | 


| 
| 
| 
| 








money, which may now exist; who are the defaulters ; | 
the amount of defalcations, the length ot time they have 
existed, and the causes which led to them; and that the 
said comittee have power to send for persons and papers.” || 


Mr. CAMBRELENG expressed a wish that || ~ MroMarvin....00....cc0.cecsenensesseecsee soee 


the House would make it the order of the da 
| to-morrow to go into a ballot. 

Mr. COFFIN moved that the House 
| immediatel 





J anuary 17, 





y for 


to ballot. Proceed 


Mr. GRANT moved that the House adjoury. 
which was taken by tellers, and decided in \), 
negative. 

Mr. Corrin’s motion was then agreed to; and 
the House accordingly proceeded to ballot, 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs, Droy. 
GooLe, GarLanp of Virginia, and Maryiy as 
tellers to count the ballots. s 

Number of ballots 110; necessary to a choice, 





106; of which— 
Mr. Harlan received....... sees eceeeeeens Oseeitedes 195 
Mr. Curtis...ceecsceceeesvees © Sewecs evsecoeees «+193 
Bs Weak ss ob Gs-000s ioe dence saves case dsnek 120 
Mr. Dawson......+.++5 Ceveveecesvececs eee IQ 
Mr. Smith... .cccccecccevcee ssccce esses csessess, U7 
Mr. Elmore .....0e cescceccveseceeecvescsteessvees, 112 
Mr. Hopkins... .cccccce seccccescesccces cesses sliQ 
Mr. Cushman....sseeceseees 93 
Mr. Hubley.... sseeeseeseee 8g 
Mr. Hamer... sssceeseeees 84 
Mr. Thomas......++-0ee aes 8 
Mr. Owens.....0-scccess oe sens 64 
Me. Turney, oocce cece cocces cevecocccvecs coceseces 53 
Mir. Casey...eesccvccerccccccccce:eressescssseses 
BEE. POUR occ ctccoces dic Wand 6004005065 0048 00dk505 39 
Mr. Garland, of Virginia... esse vesecvecescessecn Y 
Mr. Parker... occ. scvecceevccceeceeeserees cobecees MU 
Mr. Garland, of Louisiana.....s.cccceseeeeseseees 
Mr. Jones, of New York....c0cscees ceeces seseees 1 
BEE. POMCEN o.c0ns cccden a0 sncctnces ecovsetsvovecds M 
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. Dromgoole ..t...eeeeeeees eoceneesee « 
> AMMETION . 600 cedcccccccescscccc coceee cosesces 7 
. Ingham.....sceseees 
. Mason, of Virginia... 


. Beatty...... sub oka tec lon Aacineabeiet uae 
. Bicknell..... 


PT .00 epaccedechabeannhnodealivene S509 APS? 
. Dunn.... eeeeee er reeee eres eee eee eeeeeeneeretere 
» Farrington ...0siee cscs ccccesee Seco eekestiacee 
. Grantland........+ 
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Ty ee dep eset cnnemedsedossee 
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DOURCER . 00000 coves veces cesee one seseehessee 







Pickens... cocese Smedseendbewenee 
COPWIM coco ccccccecvecces 6 066000 se sececcccns 


o FARY BOB. 20. ccccswciccccces sb Sendod cdweran saves 
6 OWA so 0 cece ccceeces cosece seve. dom euenan 


» PORE . 00. ccc ccccce cece wees ccceces SC ccccoce 
. POpe occas vee cece sieesewevestowesere 
. Allan, of Vermont..... sosgctve Esdoetewodsnes 
. Anderson..... @ veccce coecce eeccccrecesceccees 
. Brodhead.......... oe cccccecee OWe'ess Deccccecs 
. Calhoun, of Massachusetts .........se.eeeees : 


» BO Gans cveiic se cvcine 
. Hoffman.......- prce ease pubeee cee cheese rnanes 
. Hunter, of Virginia...... ..ccec sees wecece ress 
. Johnson, of Louisiana... .....0 cece cece ceeee 
. Parmenter.....ss.e-+ eeecee © ywobicyetbus biseee 
CURE cscce e'coese @ceceese © bseage beens ¢opast 

. Thompson.......- oocdeee eo vcceee code eeevstes 
¢ ys cin. duit. 60 ¢ewus.02 0940 Ke dees cediee vane 
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RO Pere re rT 
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5 ROROET 00900000 00009000 d00s eveeee cap 
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o MEUSTAY 0. cco crcccoce cvcccovcccccccccensesest 
b PUMNOD co 0b ce veces cock cosseagoate 0 nace So0cneses 
. Prentiss, of Mississippi.......- cece ceeeeereree 
» Ridgway.......ecees creress bode cdueeeds coseps 
OMOEA 6 55a: sind sane Rs neekidnenbyy seyhicast.> 
y MM nnd vida $.0 6,5 ae vtmiae sie sha eRe Rate 
. Stanly. eeeeereees SOO eee ee cere set tees ereeeeme 
oe BRPNOT. acca as occvee vecsvescace . 
. Williams, of North Carolina... 
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Allen, of Ohio......--.. 


CCPH Ree R RECO Hee EEE EE 


Caihoon, of Kentucky.......cs.seeeeeeeeeeeee 
Campbell, of Tennessee .....seeeesseececeeee? 


TORT Rete wwe ewww weer renee 







HOlb..s.00 cove cece tees see we Severgey's teoreteeee. 
Johnson, of Maryland............ sseaserscere 
EME cennes o2000.09h0. 0-o04 . 
LOOmis...... 00 cece sees 
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Mr. Mason, of OhiO. 6... ccccccvveces aceace 
Mr. McKennan... sakeue enh 
Mr. Menefee...-- 
Mr. Mercer..+e+e sees 


fr Moore..+- PPUTRTTTOET CLT Ree eee tee ed 


 MOPBaN.. ce ceeecece cece cece recseseeees eecccce 
Mr remtise, of Vermont..++-+++s+ esecases eeccece 


Mr. Randolph.... i 
Mr. Reed..-- PPeeeee TOE eC Oe Ceeerre rere ere ee 
Mr. Rhett...- 
Mr. RichardsOM..sseeserceeseeeeecccereessene eres 
r. Sergeant OO eee Ones tees Heer eee eeeeees eee 
- A. H. Shepperd.........5. Shab oks badedcektese 
Mr. Underwood ....6. see rececceees Aekihes baeh a0 
Mr. Wagener. -se ee ee seer eeceeeenee ee eeeeceeeoens 
Mr. WIMME cco ccc rece e wens conene terres eats srseare 
Mr. Worthington .. 0.60. ceseeees cece cccseecccees 
Mr. Yell...s 000 Sh cs afaik asa Pees edaNeNb haa’ 
Mr. VOrKC..00 -eseee seer cece ceseesseesecsencecnes 
The following gentlemen having received the | 
requisite number of votes, were declared elected: | 
Messrs. Hanzan, Curtis, Wise, Dawson, Smitn, | 
and ELMORE. 
The House then proceeded to a second ballot; 
which resulted as follows: Whole number of 


| 
votes, 125; necessary to a choice, 63; of which— 


see teers 
cohen i 









| 


eee eee eee reeee ee eeeeee eee eereweee 
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Mr. Cushman received ......scceessccceescveecees 99 











| 
Mr. HOpKinS.....6 sesecees ceccccnsesceceesecsecses 98 | 
Mr. Hubley....++ ees BS wees 0 b00b0ndeSannsatesones 94 
Mr. Hamer..... Os seseeee cece ce seseeecceeveces eee 2d fl 
Mr. THIMAS. +0000 cereeeeeees eceeeceeeseceseseseeee = |} 
Mr. Dromyoole......-..6 @deesecccnes cuve cbecgcce 4 
Mr. Garland, Of Virgimia........ee cece ccen seen cece . | 
Mr. TUMCY .cccce cece scccccscccccccccveces sessvece - 
Mr. Toucey..... otscevccece PW eSbeeetee eb p keeaebe » 4 
Mr. Duncan...... +s. SeSbocenevseececs bade spas case ~2 | 
ie BEMIUR s sin's'soobbes 00 tvcccccdocccecevescces vee 2 | 
Me, MEOMOY sass ccc cesccs cues cocccecccscces ccccee 2 
Mr. Potter..... 6 iseccecoccccecces Perry er rrr i a | 
Mr. Adams....e+-- Pb C cence cosceeteccccovces ecceee 1 
Mr. AMHOFOM ..ccceccceccccccccccce cccsccccccccece b 
Mr. Bell... .ccccccecee Cac csodebees coccccccesceseces 1 
Mr. TAGGING. oo ccc ctne cocsvcnccevcccs cee secccesesces 1 
Mr. Clarke... 1 
Mr. Davee..ee cccceeccccccscccccccccces cece ccccecs 4 
Mr. HOWArd. 60000 cccccecccvcccccccsccnccces socce oa 
Be IE RUD sc cinco cnsees ccdsdccccdes asese | 
es OF UID 005s cccccveccseceeceessacce 1 
Mr. Moore...-+e+. de So cedecscsecsecs @ ceseccces eecaa S 
Wir DWPORE cn 5s dane oss Gece cecccc voce cevecscovccce 5 
ERE dow cope sectccicvevcecdcccs ceseccesecoosve jt 
Me. BETZeANT. cece cccccscccvcccccve.coscccccscocce bh | 
Me. SEAMOY 6.2 cccccccccccccccesescoscccccccececee ] 
Mr. Taylor.....+ Udscdes Hbcesedeus vovsogsesbeeeks 1 
Me. TOW ves vse scccccicccce’s suceeesccesccccccccsese ot 


an bak dvnce anes sesstd epoca cdces 


dete Sf 

The following gentlemen having received the | 
requisite number of votes, were declared duly 
elected to constitute the proper number of the 
committee: Messrs. Cusuman, Hopkins, and 
HvBLey. 

At ten o’clock a motion was made by Mr. 
DROMGOOLE that the House do adjourn; which | 
motion was decided in the negative. 

Amotion was then made by Mr. DROMGOOLE 
that there be a call of the House, which was also 
decided in the negative; and then (at eleven 
o'clock, p. m.) the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripar, January 18, 1839. 


Mr. STRANGE presented two sets of resolu- 
ions passed by the Legislature of North Carolina, 
one asking for an appropriation for opening the | 
inlet at Nag’s Head; the other on the subject of 
the public lands. 

After some remarks from Messrs. STRANGE, 
WALKER, BROWN, DAVIS, and NILES, on | 
the subject of the last resolutions, they were laid | 
on the table. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of one hun- 
dred and twelve citizens of Gloucester county, 
New Jersey, praying for the immediate abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Missis- 
ppl the question of reception was laid on the 





On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the petition and 
papers of Matthew Arbuckle were referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of fifty 
awyers of Arkansas, in relation to the circuit 
and district courts for that State; which, after 
some remarks from Messrs. SEVIER, KING, 
BUCHANAN, WALKER, and CLAY of Ala- 
Price was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 


Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Jacob 
arter and others, citizens of Georgetown, Dis- 
rit of Columbia, praying a retrocession of that 
Part of the county of Washington west of Rock 
creek, to the State of Maryland; which was re- 
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| ferred to the Committee on the District of Co- | Wal 


| for the passage of the bill pending in their favor; 
| also, a memorial from sundry citizens of De Kalb 


‘citizens of Louisiana, whose names were not 
| heard, asking for confirmation of their land 


', mittee on Private Land Claims. 


of the Secretary of War relative to the appoint- || 


~ 


ly White, Williams of Maine, and Williams of Missis 
lumbia. || See 
sonia ; || NAYS—Messrs. / May ; 
Mr. KENG presented the memorial of the Selma |! toh Sine wee Alen: Benton, Clay of Kentucky, Ful 


} | ton, Linn, Merrick, Morris, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, 
and Tennessee Railroad Company, setting forth || Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Tullmadge, Tipton, 


the great advantages of said road, and praying || Webster, and Young—17. 


Mr. KING, after a few remarks, moved to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill; which, 
county, Alabama, on the same subject; which || after some remarks from Mr. YOUNG in oppo- 
were referred to the Committee on Roads and || sition to the motion, was carried—yeas 23, nays 
Canals. | 22; as follows: 

Mr. MOUTON presented several petitions from 


YEAS —Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Foster, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Ruggies, Smith of 
Connecticut, Strange, Walker, Wall, White, Williams of 

|| Maine, and Williams of Mississippi—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ailen, Benton, Clay of Kentucky, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, 
Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Spence, Swit, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, Wright, and 
Young—22. " 


claims; all of which were referred to the Com- 


Mr. PRESTON presented the memorial of Cap- 
tain Hezekiah S. Thistle, of Louisiana, on the 
subject of the Florida war; which was referred to | 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered | 
to be printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs, to which was referred the communication 


MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting a report of the 
Director of the Mint, showing the operations of 
that institution for the year 1538; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
ment of paymasters for the Indian department, || Also, a message transmitting a letter from the 
reported a bill for ene repens which was read, | Secretary of the Treasury on the subject of 
and ordered to a second reading. claims under the Florida treaty of 1819, recom- 

Mr. T., from the same committee, reported a || mending additional legislation; which was laid 
bill providing for the ap>ointment of additional || on the table. . 
clerks in the office of the Commissioner of Indian | Also, a message transmitting a communication 
Affairs; which was read, and ordered to a second || from the Secretary of the Treasury on the pro- 
reading. , || priety of changing the second section of the act 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revo- || of March, 1837, for the relief of the insolvent 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of | debtors of the United States; which was referred 
the legal representatives of William Sandford, de- || to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
ceased; which was read, and ordered to a second || to be printed. 
reading. i| : hie 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported H CUMBERLAND ROAD—AGAIN. 
bills for the relief of the heirs and legal representa- || Mr. WALL, who voted with the majority, 
tives of Captain William Williams, deceased; for || said he had been earnestly requested to move a 
the relief of the legal representatives of Joseph || reconsideration of the vote on striking out the 
Morris, deceased; and a bill for the relief of the || enacting clause of the Cumberland road bill. 
heirs of Dr. William Ramsay, deceased; which || He was willing to make this motion, as he was 
were severally read, and ordered to a second || aware that there were several Senators absent 
reading. || when the vote was taken, to give an opportunity 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Committee on || for a more fu!l expression of the opinion of the 
Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the || Senate, though he had no intention of changing 
further consideration of the petition of the heirs || his own vote. _ 
of William Bayley, deceased. Mr. W’s motion was supported by Messrs. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Public BENTON, SMITH of Indiana, and MORRIS, 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Matthew and opposed by Messrs. PRESTON, CAL- 
Arbuckle; which was read,and ordered toasecond | HOUN, KING, and CLAY of Alabama. 
reading. | Mr. KING moved to lay the motion on the 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Rev- | table, giving notice that he himself would call it 
olutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of || up oe: o'clock on Monday, when he expected 


the heirs of Thomas Griffin, deceased; which was | ther ‘ould be a full Senate. 
On taking the question, Mr. Kine’s motion 


read, and ordered to a second reading. 
was lost—yeas 23, nays 26; as follows: 


On motion of Mr. NORVELL, the Committee | 
on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from || YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
the further consideration of the petitions of John Foster, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 
Hawkins, the heirs of Henry amilton, and the || Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith 


, , | of Connecticut, Strange, Walker, Wall, White, Williams 
heirs of E. K. Withers. | of Maine, and Williams of Mississippi—23. 
RESOLUTION INTRODUCED | NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 


. of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Knight, 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of notice given, Linn, Merrick, Morris, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, 

obtained leave and introduced a joint resolution || Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, 
ey . Tipton, Webster, Wright, and Young—26. 

providing for the purchase of the island at the | 


confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers; || ‘The question was next taken on the reconsid- 


which was read, and ordered toa second reading. || ¢Tation of the vote on striking out the enacting 
| clause; and the reconsideration was ordered with- 
CYMBERLAND ROAD. 


| out a division. 
The bill making appropriations for the contin- 


The question then recurring on striking out 
uation of the Cumberland road in the States of || the enacting clause, the question was taken, and 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, was taken up as the 


decided in the negative—yeas 23, nays 26; as 
special order of the day. 


| follows: 
Mr. TIPTON gave a brief explanation of the || YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
contents and objects of the bill. The appropria- 


| Foster, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, 
tion being $450,000, that is $150,000 for that por- 


Pierce, —_ — Rives, Roane, Ruggles Smith . 
z $ ° Cc icut, St 1 Yall, Whi rilhi 
tinn ‘of the road in tack of the Mates'of © io, onnecticut, Strange, Walker, Wall hite, Williams o 
Indiana, and Illinois. 


Maine, and Williams of Mississippi—23. 
Mr. HUBBARD, after a few observations, 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 

| of Kentucky, Crittenden, i Fulton, Knight, 
moved to strike out the word ‘* fifty”? wherever 
it occurs; thus reducing the appropriation for 


| Linn, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Robbins, Robinson, Se- 
each State $50,000. 


vier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, Webster, Wright, and Young—26. 
Mr. HUBBARD moved to strike out all after 

After some ae om Messrs. aan the word ‘‘ dollars,”’ in the eleventh line, which 
KING, and ae caabeed or net of ae a ROB. | provides that the same limitations and restrictions 
and from Messes. SMITH of Indiana, an B- || shall exist as are contained in former laws on the 
INSON, in opposition to it, the question was | subject. On this motion a debate ensued, in 
taken; and Mr. Hussarp’s motion was adopted || hich Messrs. HUBBARD, WALKER, CLAY 
ere s nays ad as para dies chee of Kentucky, and CLAY of Alabama supported, 

- . Brown, Calhoun, Cla ma, || 

Cigthert Davis, Pomer, Hebbatd, King, Lemipiis,, Monson; | sad Messrs. TIPTON, YOUNG, BAYARD, 


and NILES opposed the motion. 
Ruggles, ‘Smith of Connecticut, Strange, wit, Walker, || Mr, HUBEARD then withdrew bis motion. 
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Mr. WALKER moved to strike out that part 
of the bill which provides that the appropriation 
shal! be reimbursed out of the two per cent. fund | 
reserved for making roads to the States named in || 
the bill, contending that this fund had been long | 
exhausted, and that it could, by no possibility, | 
ever produce the amount appropriated. 

The motion was supported by Messrs. WALK- 
ER, CLAY of Alabama, and CLAY of Kentucky, |! 
and opposed by Messrs. KING, BAYARD, | 
TIPTON, and BENTON; and on taking the | 
question, the motion was lost—yeas 22, nays 24; 
as follows: 

Y EAS—Mesers. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ala 
bama, Clay of Kentucky, Davis, Foster, Hubbard, King, 
Koigit, Lumpkin, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Pres 
ton, Ruggles, Swift, Walker, White, Williams of Maine, 
and Williams of Mississippi—22. 

NAYS—Mestrs. Allen, Benton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, || 
Fulton, Linn, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Roane, Robbins, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Spence, Strange, Tipton, Wall, Webster, Wright, | 
and Young—24. | 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for || 
a third reading by. the following vote: i 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Linn, || 
Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swiit, ‘Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Webster, Wright, and Young—25. 

NAYVS—Meeers. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fos- 
ter. Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Pier®e, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of | 
Connecticut, Strange, Walker, Wall, White, Willinmas of || 
Maine, and Williams of Mississippi—23. 





On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Farivar, January 18, 1839. 

As soon as the Journal was read, 

Mr. ELMORE rose, and preferred a request 
to the House to be excused from serving on the 
select committee raised last night on the defalea- 
tieaw of Swartwout and Price. ; 

Mr. E. gave his reasons at length, which will 
be published hereafter; and his application was | 
opposed by Messrs. BOULDIN, GRENNELL, 
DAWSON, WISE, PRENTISS of Mississippi, 
MERCER, REED, MENEFEE, and POPE, and 
sustained by Messrs. HAYNES and CRAIG. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays; | 
and there were—yeas 118, nays 95. 

So Mr. E_more was excused. | 

Mr. CUSHMAN then preferred the same re- |, 
quest. \t 

The question was taken by yeas and nays; | 
and there were—yeas 106, nays 99. 

So Mr. CusumMan was excused. 

Mr. HUBLEY also asked to be excu 

The request was opposed by Messrs. BID- 
DLE, JOHNSON of Maryland, WISE, and | 
NAYLOR; and sustained by Messrs. POTTER 
and CRAIG. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays; 
and there were—yeas 121, nays 68. 

So Mr. Husiey was also excused. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked leave to submit a 
resolution authorizing the Speaker to fill up the 
three vacancies. . 

The SPEAKER pronounced it out of order, 
on the ground that the House having passed an 
existing order that the committee should be elected 
in a particular form, it would require a rescind- 
ing resolution before that form could be changed. 

Mr. WISE then moved that the Houge proceed 
now to fill the three vacancies by ballot, further 
moving a call of the House, and demanding the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and there were—yeas | 
104, nays 81. 

So the motion was decided fn the affirmative. || 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved a call of the House. 1 

The motion was not agreed to. I} 

Mr. CRARY expressed a wish that the mem- || 
bers of the House would move some concert of 
action, and thereby save the time of the House; | 
and, having that object in view, he would move | 
to strike out the word ‘*now”’ from the motion | 
of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] and | 
insert the words ** will to-morrow proceed ”’ to fill | 
the three vacancies. 

Mr. PETRIKIN inquired if a majority or a |; 
plurality of votes would be required to determine | 
the ballot. 

The SPEAKER decided that it would require, 








Tovcey, were appointed tellers; and the follow- | 


by the rules of the House, a majority on the first, 
ballot, and on the second a plurality. 

Mr. MENEFEE demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the motion for a call of the iecenee which 


were ordered. le 


Mr. CRARY then withdrew his amendment. | 
The question was then taken on the motion to | 
proceed now to ballot, and decided in the affirm- | 
ative. | 
The House accordingly proceeded to ballot. ] 
Mossrs. Marvin, Gartanp of Virginia, and | 


ing was the result of the first ballot: Number of 
votes given, 203; necessary to a choice, 102; of 
which— . 
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Mr. Williams, of Kentucky ......0.sccceeeee-ceeee Le | 
No one having a majority, there was conse- 


| quently no election. 


Mr. HAYNES gave notice to the House that | 
he could not consent to serve on this committee 


| if he should be elected. He had made such a dec- | 


laration before the House proceeded to ballot, | 
when it was intimated to him by some gentlemen 
that he would be voted for. His duties on the | 
several committees precluded his serving on this. 


_ He was, however, very thankful to the gentlemen 
| whose kind dispositions had honored him with 
| their votes. 


Mr. TAYLOR also, on account of his duties 
on other committees, asked the House to decline | 
voting for him as one of the committee. i] 

Mr. JONES, of New York, moved that the | 
House adjourn. 

Mr. PARKER moved a call of the House: lost. || 

Mr. TOUCEY moved that the House adjourn; | 
and upon said motion, 

Mr. WISE demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 30, nays 
106. 

Mr. ADAMS said, as two gentlemen had de- | 
clined serving on this committee, if elected, he | 
would inquire of the Speaker whether it would || 
not, on the second ballot, require a majority of | 
votes to constitute an election? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The second ballot is not de- | 
pendent on the first; and therefore any member, 
whether voted for on the first ballot or not, would | 
on the second require but a plurality to insure his ; 
election, 
Mr. POTTER, who had been voted for on the 


first ballot, objected to serving upon the commit- 
tee. He stated that it would give him pleasure 
to do so, but his bad state of health would abso- 
lutely preclude him from giving any attention, 
were he to be elected, to the laborious duties 


| resulted as follows: 
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ee 


which that committee would have to 
this investigation. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved a call of the Hous, 
and demanded the yeas and nays upon that m,' 






undergo in 


ion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE thought it was useless th 
to waste the time of the House, and sugzest.; 
that the House would adjourn. — 

Mr. WISE having raised the question of or.. 
upon Mr. D.’4 motion, the House not hayins 
transacted any business since the last motion ;, 
adjourn was disposed of, * 

Mr. DROMGOOLE withdrew his Motion fo, 
an adjournment. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on \, 
McKennan’s motion for a call, the House refysoj 


_ to order the same by a vote of 57 to 102, 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the Hous 
adjourn; and upon said motion tellers were (dp. 
manded. The Hoyse refused to adjourn by 
vote of 63 to 90. 

The House again proceeded to ballot, when \: 
hole number of votes, 17) 
necessary to a choice, 73; of which— 
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Messrs. Martin, Taytor, and Wacener were 


| elected. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved that the 


| House adjourn; but withdrew it at the request of 


Mr. WISE, who said that, as the committe 
was now organized, he would ask leave of the 


| House to submit a resolution authorizing the 
| committee to appointa clerk and printer, and grant 
them leave to sit during the sitting of Congress, 


Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to its reception at 
this time. 
Mr. WISE thereupon moved to suspend the 


rules to enable him to offer it; and upon that mo- 


tion demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 
Before the question was taken, however, 
Mr. JACKSON, of New York, moved thatthe 


' House adjourn; which it refused to do by a vote 


of 67 to 72. 
Mr. WAGENER here rose, and intimated 4 


| wish to the House to excuse him from serving 


on the committee; but was not permitted to pro- 

ceed in his remarks. 
The question then recurred on the motion to 

suspend the rules, which was taken by yeas and 


| nays, and resulted—yeas 83, nays 62; not being 


two thirds, the rules were not suspended. 
Mr. TAYLOR rose to ask to be excused from 
serving on the committee, and said he would pre- 


| fer that thie question on excusing be decided int 


full House, and hoped the House would adjourn 
for that purpose. 

Mr. BEATTY demanded the yeas and nays 0! 
the motion to adjourn; which were not ordered. 

The question was taken by tellers, and decided 
in the affirmative. 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
* Sarturpayr, January 19, 1839. 


The first business in order being the request of 
Mr. Tartor, to be excused from serving on the 
select committee to which he had been elected last 
night, and the attendance being very thin, 

r. GRAY moved a call of the House; which 
being ordered, was proceeded in for some (me, 
when it was dispensed with—one hundred and 
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sixty-one members 
8. 

ay. TAYLOR then assigned his reasons at 

jength why he wished to be excused from serving 

on the committee. The main one was that all the 
entlemen of the anti-Administration party were 
istinguished lawyers, while Mr. ‘T. was not a 

member of that profession. 


having answered to their 


Mr. GRAY sustained the motion, and insisted | 
that it was but fair and proper that three distin- | 


guished lawyers on the other side should also be 
selected. He submitted this position to the jus- 
tice of the gentleman from Virginia himself, [Mr. 
Wise,] and the Opposition generally. 

Mr. SIBLEY inquired of his colleague, who 
was himself one of the most distinguished lawyers 
of his State, whether, if elected, he would consent 
to serve on the committee ? 

Mr. GRAY replied that there were twenty, at 
least, of the Administration * either of whom 
would be acceptable, but he did not choose to 
yespond to the interrogatory until the exigency 
chould, if it ever did, arise. 

Mr. WISE said he was willing to take the 
most efficient men of the party, whom he believed 
to be independent and conscientious gentlemen; 
but he would not select men to play the part of 
special pleaders and pettifoggers on that commit- 
we. Mr. W. was willing to take the gentleman 
himself. 

Mr. GRAY did not desire it. He again ap- 
pealed to Mr. Wise that, for his own sake, he 
having condemned the Secretary of the Treasury 
in advance, to prevent improper imputations, he 
should consent to place three strong men on the 
Administration side. Mr. G. denied any dispo- 
sition, on the part of those with whom h 
to protract this discussion; for if only twelve 
Whigs had voted for the three voted for by the 
friends of the Administration, the committee might 
have been at work two days ago; while it was 
known that many of the latter had voted for the 
Whigs. 

Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, quoted the 
article if the Globe to show that these excuses 


were but carrying out a concerted scheme to de- | 


feat the committee altogether, or have it composed 
of all Whigs. 

Mr. P. ¢ontended that Mr. Taytor, asa mem- 
ber of the medical profession, was better qualified 
to serve on the committee than a lawyer, because 
they were to examine into the diseases of the at 
politic, and apply the knife to its corruptions. He 
should not admit the gentleman’s excuse. 

Mr. THOMPSON said no better selection of 
oe men could have been made than they 
had done, and having also a majority, it was but 
common justice that the Administration party 
should have their own favorite men. They should 
have men accustomed to the examination of wit- 
nesses, accustomed to take part in the debates in 
that House, men in whom the Administration 
party themselves had confidence. This was noth- 
ing more than what was right and fair. 

Mr. BOULDIN said he wished, as he had voted 
and should vote, apparently sather unrelentingly, 
in refusing to excuse his friends from sitting on 
this committee, to give his reasons for it. 
said that it had been urged, very contrarily to his 


opinions and feelings, that to choose the commit- | 
tee by ballot was the best way. Mr. B. thought | 


itwas the worst. He wished it to be decided by 
the country, which was the best. He wished, 
without compliment or disparagement to either 
the Speaker, or to the House, or to the committee, 
orto any member of it, to have it seen by the 
country, by the frame of this committee, (looking 
only to the putting of it together,) whether it is 
better to have somebody responsible or nobody. 
The world would have understood the committee, 
and the frame of it, in every respect, and would 
have compared it with committees formed by the 

peakers of this and other bodies when the 
Speaker had the appointment. He wished, prin- 
cipally, to say to his friends that, although he 
might seem unkind in refusing to excuse them 
from sitting on this committee, yet they would 
find him exceedingly soft in excusing them for 
oe should they think proper not to at- 


The debate was further continued by Mr. 
MOORE for excusing, and Mr. GARLAND, of 

Oulsiana, against it; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN obtaining the floor, demanded 


e acted | 


He | 


| the previous question; which was seconded, and 
|| the main question ordered, nem diss. 
|| . Mr. GRENNELL called for the yeas and nays, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


| which, being ordered, were 102 to ]02 —a tie; the | 


| Speaker voting in the affirmative, the question was 
|| carried, 
| So the request of Mr. Tayior to be excused 
| was granted, and he was excused accordingly. 
Mr. WAGENER then preferred a request to 
the House to excuse him from serving, stating 
his reasons therefor. He regretted exceedingly 
|| that he had been placed ina position that re- 
quired him to ask this House to excuse him from 
|| the performance of the duties appertaining to the 
|| situation conferred upon him; at the same time 
|| he assured the House that this determination had 
|| not arisen from any desire in him to embarrass 
|it. From the circumstances under which he had 
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the House, put, and carried, and the main ques- 
tion being on excusing Mr. Wacener from serv- 
| ing on the committee, 

Mr. WISE demanded the yeas and nays; which 

| were ordered, and were—yeas 102, nays 105. 
So the House refused to excuse Mr. Wacener. 
Mr. MARTIN said he was not compelled to 
_ ask of the House to be excused from serving upon 
| this committee, for he could avail himself of the 
| rules of the House todo so. He had abundant 
reasons why he could not serve; but would cen- 
| tent himself with stating that he was already a 
member of two committees of this House, the 
| duties upon which occupied a considerable por- 
| ton of his time; and that the great quantity of 
| business confided to his charge by his constitu- 


| ents would preclude the eee of his leaving 


|| been elected, he was satisfied that he could have | 


for himself. It would be recollected that after 
the three honorable gentlemen were excused yes- 
| terday,a ballot was taken, and at which ballot 
| he was not a candidate. Three gentlemen of 
|| high legal attainments were generally supported 
|| by the friends of the Administration, and three 
|| others, friends of the Administration, and him- 
|| self net of the number, were supported by those 
|| opposed to the Administration. On the second 
|| ballot, to his surprise, a new ticket was concocted 

by the Opposition, upon which his name was 
|| placed, and he was elected. Had he been aware 
|| of this arrangement before the ballot’ had pro- 
|| ceeded, he should most assuredly have promptly 
| and publicly declined. Heasked why this change 
on the part of the Opposition? Why not adhere 
to their first ballot? Or why not, when they 
| knew from the first ballot the inclination of the 
| Administration party as to whom they desired, 
allow them to elect those individuals, or at least 
a majority of them? Was it magnanimous to 
refuse us this much? Was it exactly fair to 
elect others of the same party? If.the Opposition 
i} cannot support those men whom the Adminis- 
|| tration party desire, let them then elect those of their 
own party. This would seem to him to have been 
|| the course that they should have pursued. He 
|| did not wish to be understood as dictating any 
|| particular course to those gentlemen, further than 
stating what he should have supposed would 
have been their proper course. And again: after 
they have put upon that committee, as now or- 
ganized, four Whigs and two Conservatives, and 
all of them lawyers, too, and still refuse to give 
the Administration party their choice—under 
these circumstances, he could not do less than 
ask to be excused. He would ask of them but 
to extend the same courtesy to him as to others; 


| taken no other course than that he had adopted 
| 


1} 
| 








however reluctantly, submitto its mandates. Be- 
|| fore he concluded, he would say one word more. 


he trusted and felt they would be met in such 


bagag 
glect. 


done in what he considered an unexceptionable 





is country’s good, and to protect the innocent | 


expose the guilty. 
Mr. 


iven hereafter. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, having obtained 


the floor, addressed the House in opposition to 
excusing Mr. Wacener, and concluded by mov- 
7 previous question. 


manner as would exonerate the Secretary of the | 
from any censure, misconduct, or ne- | 
‘rom his partial knowledge of that gen- | 
tleman, he could not believe that he was corrupt. | 
He never, however, would shrink from any re- | 
sponsibility imposed upon him by this House, if 


manner, nor should he faulter at any time in the | 
ip country of his duty, having a single eye to | 


ISE opposed the request, and was fol- 
lowed on the same side by Messrs. JENIFER and | 
STANLY, who were replied to by Mr. BYNUM | 
in a caustic speech of some length, which will be | 


| if the House should not, he presumed he must, | 


He did not wish to be understood as fearing a | 
| strict and thorough and searching investigation. | 
|| NG, he was one of those who, ever since charges | 
| had been alleged against the Secretary of the | 
Treasury, had been anxious to meet them; and | 


| 
j 
j 
| 
j 
| 


r. BYNUM earnestly requested Mr. Joun-_ 
son to withdraw the motion to enable him to re- | 


ply to some remarks which @il from Mr. Sran- || 


Ly, but he refused. 

Mr. PARKER moved acall of the House, but 
the motion was negatived. 

The previous question was now seconded by 


i 


to be duly elected. 


the city to attend to the duties of this investigat- 
ing committee without wholly neglecting that. 
He felt it peculiarly his duty, as this is the last 
session he should be a member of this House, to 
attend strictly to the duties which his constituents 
had assigned him. There was nothing which had 
been dictated upon this floor, or charged in the 
public prints, that could deter him from assuming 
| the responsibilities that will be attendant upon a 
| member of this committee, or that could cause him 
| to shrink from any other responsibility that might 
| be assigned him, if he thought it his duty to do 
so. He did not fear denuneiation from any quar- 
ter; and, if a sense of justice to his constituents 
did not require him to devote all the time that is 
left of this session to their business, he would not 
lay himself liable to the charge of shrinking from 
any duty, however unpleasant it might be to his 
feelings. He was entitled by the rules to be ex- 
cused, and would put it upon that ground, and 
excuse himself. 

The SPEAKER then stated that there were 
two vacancies to be filled in the committee. 

A motion was made that the House do now 
proceed to ballot for the vacancies on the commit- 
tee; which was agreed to. 

Mr. GRAY wished to offer a single suggestion; 
but he was called to order, the House having re- 
solved now to go into the ballot. 

Mr. HUNTER, of Ohio, said he had voted in 
| the affirmative on the question of excusing Mr. 

W acener, and moved a reconsideration of the 
vote. 
| The SPEAKER said it was not yet in order to 
; act on that motion. 
| The House thereupon proceeded to ballot for 
| two members, to fill the remaining vacancies in 
the committee. 

Mr. GARLAND reported the result; whieh 
was, that the total number of votes cast had been 
201; necessary to a choice 101; of which— 

Mr. Owens receiVed ...s.ec-scecsesseece r¢ecegae +. 103 
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and many other gentlemen smaller numbers. 

He also statéd that on one ballot there had been 
three names. As the tellers had no means of as- 
certaining which two of the three to count, they 
had considered the ballot as blank. 

The SPEAKER quoted the rule in relation to 
blank ballots, and pronounced their decision to be, 
in the opinion of the Chair, correct. 

No objection was made to it in the House. 

The SPEAKER thereupon declared Mr. Fos- 
rer of New York, and Mr. Owens of Georgia, 


Mr. HUNTER now renewed his motion to re- 
consider the vote by which Mr. Wacener was 
not excused from serving. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved the 
ee doe . 

Mr. EVANS moved to lay upon the table the 
motion to reconsiderthe vote; which motion took 
precedence by the rule. 

mt DROMGOOLE moved to adjourn. Neg- 
atived. 

Mr. WILLIAMS inquired whether, should the 
motion to lay on the table prevail, Mr. Wacengr 
would remain a member of the committee? 

The SPEAKER decided that he ‘would; but 
that the House, might take up the question to 
reconsider at any time hereafter. 

The SPEAKER having-put the qyestion, 

Mr. DUNCAN moved a call of the House, and 
asked for the yeas and nays; but the House re- 
fused them. 
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Mr. DUNCAN moved that the question be || relation to the expenditure of the appropriation 
taken by tellers. | of last session for the erection and repairs of 
Tellers were not ordered. || arsenals. 
The motion for a call of the House was nega- || A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
tived without a count. || transmitting further information in reply toa res- 
The question being again put to the House, || olution of the 31st ultimo, concerning the omis- 
Mr. DUNCAN asked for the yeas and nays. | sion of Samuel Swartwout, late collector of New 
The yeas and nays were ordered. | York, to file, in the Treasury Department, his 
The question was taken, and there were—yeas | second official bond, in the spring of 1834. 
103, nays 66. | A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- | 
So the motion of Mr. Hunrer, to reconsider | ting, in compliance with the act of May 1, 1820, | 
the vote refusing to excuse Mr. Wacener, was | a Statement by the Second Comptroller, of the ap- 
laid on the table. . - || propriations and expenditures for 1838, and the 
Mr. WISE asked leave to offer the following | balances remaining in the Treasury on the 31st 


resolution: | of December of that year. 

Resolved, ‘That the select committee of nine, elected by | A letter from the Secretary of State, in answer 
this House to investigate the late defalcations of public | to a resolution of the House of the 14th instant, 
officers, bave power to elect a clerk, to employ a printerto | stating that there are no accounting officers at- 
print for its own use its journal and other papers required || tached to the D ‘Ss atin t 
to be copied for its members; that the committee have | “ched to the Department of State; that in no case, 
leave to proceed to New York, or other places, for the pur- | When it becomes the duty of the Secretary, under 
pose of prosecuting its inquiries; and that the members | existing laws, to decide upon claims against the 
thereof be excused from xttendance upon the House, until | Government, are reports of any committees of 
it shall have made its report. lV ’ P y. 

, . _ either House of Congress recognized as a proper | 

Mr. BEATTY and Mr. HAYNES objected. 

Mr. WISE moved to suspend the rules, to al- ‘| no claims have, under his administration of the 
low of the motion being offered. || Department, been allowed in consequence of such 

The resolution was again read, || reports. | 

Mr. BEATTY moved to adjourn. - || A letter from the Secretary of State, in answer | 

Mr. MENEFEE demanded the yeas and nays, 
but withdrew the call, 








The motion was negatived without a count. || eral G »vernment, as printers, to publish the laws | 
The question recurring on the motion to sus- || of the United States, in the State of North Caro- 
pend the rules, \| lina. 


Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays. || 

The yeas and nays were ordered. | 

The question was taken, and there were—yeas 
112, nays 32. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The above resolution was then again read. 

Mr. HARLAN moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, put, and 


| ply to aresolution of the 14th instant, stating that 
in the settlement of claims by that Department, 
| reports of committees of the House of Represent- 
atives are not recognized as a proper foundation | 
to allow any claim against the Government, and 
that no claim has been allowed in consequence of 
’ t such reports. 
carried; and the main question being on agreeing A letter from the Secretary of War, in reply | 
to the resolution, || to the same resolution, transmitting a similar an- 
Mr. RETRIKIN demanded goed a and nays. |, swer. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. | A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- | 
The question being put on the resolution, 
A Member moved a call of the House. 
The motion was pronounced out of order, the | 
previous question having been seconded. 
The question was taken, and the resolution || ting a communication from the Commissioner of | 
was agreed to. ; . || Indian Affairs, with a statement of all the persons | 
Mr. PETRIKIN moved a reconsideration of |) employed by that Department during the ee | 
the vote, and a postponement of the question until |) 1837. | 
Monday. , | And the House, at a little before seven o’clock, | 
Mr. CUSHING demanded the previous ques- || adjourned. 


| ting a report of the survey of the Neenah and | 


House of Representatives of the ]4th instant. 


tion, 
Mr. DUNCAN moved a call of the House; 
which was lost. 
Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew hjs motion to re- || 


consider, saying he would renew it on Monday. || bet 
Mr. WISE, to settle the matter now, moved to | The PRESIDENT presented a communication | 


reconsider, and demanded the previous question. | from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting | 
Mr. PETRIKIN moved a call of the House; || % "¢Port from the Commissioner of the General 
> Land Office in compliance with a resolution of 

|; the Senate of the 2d instant, in relation to the | 
| number of land offices now existing under the 
authority of the Government of the United States, | 
&ec.; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
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which was lost. 

The previous question was seconded, put, and 
carried; and the main question being on the re- 
consideration, it was negatived without a count. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote 
adopting Mr. Wise’s resolution. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 


cagcud bee axe aes _ Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of the 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- | heirsof Robert Fulton; which was referred to the 
sage from the President of the Uunited States, | Committee on Naval Affairs. 
suggesting the propriety of extending the pro- Mr. W. also presented memorials for assist- 
vision of the insolvent law of March 2, 1837, to || ance in the construction of the Mount Carmel 
eases which may have occurred before the Ist of || mines ee were laid on the table. 

January, 1839. | Mr. SEVIER presented the memorial of Lieu- 

A chen from the President of the United || tenant Colapel V cas, fox incuuep ot anenaneae 
States, in reply to a resolution of the House of | which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Representatives of the 14th instant, respecting the | Affairs. 
proceedings under the act of the 28th June last,|) Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of the 
providing for examinations of inventions to pre- |, heirs of Samuel Cazeau; which was referred to 
vent the explosion of steam boilers, &c. } the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message from the President of the United || Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
States, transmitting a letter from the Secretary Mrs. Susan Bainbridge, praying for the pension 
of the Treasury, upon the subject of the Florida || to which her husband would have been entitled; 
claim, under the treaty with Spain of 1819, &c, | which was referred to the Committee on Naval 

A message from the President of the United || Affairs. 
States, transmitting a report of the Director of the | Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of 
Mint, ee  aeneny of that institution || ee * eee hin was ref wet. 
during the year 1838. r. YOUNG presented the memorial of citi- 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting || zens of Schu anit Illinois, in relation toa 
the information required by a resolution of the |, post road; which was referred tothe Committee 
House of Representatives of the 14th instant, in 1 on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
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|| Fox rivers, in compliance with a resolution of the } 


A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- || 





_danuary 21, 


Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of citi. 
zens of Frankford, Philadelphia county, praying 


| for the immediate abolition of the slave trade 


and slavery in the District of Columbia; the mo. 
os for the reception of which was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. TIPTON presented a communication from 
the War Department; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memoria} 
of John Adrian and others, praying for the repeal 
of the duty on brass wire, or the imposition of g 
counteracting duty on pins; which was referred 
to the Committee on’ Manufactures. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the memorial of the 
Legislative Senne of the Territory of Florida 
for an appropriation of land for the Dade Insti. 
tute; which was referred to the Committee op 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of Lysan. 
der Fuller; which was referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. KING presented the joint memorial of the 


foundation upon which to allow them; and that || Legislature of Alabama, for a survey of the lands 


acquired by treaty from the Cherokee Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on Fi. 
nance. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of 


_to a resolution of the House of the 14th instant, || James Williams, for compensation for losses sus- 
as to who are employed at this time by the Fed- || tained in Florida; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Claims. , 
Mr. DAVIS resented a memorial from certain 
booksellers in Boston, relative to printing the 


A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in re- || laws of the United States; which was referred 


to the Joint Committee on the Library. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to which memorials on the 
subjects were severally referred, reported the fol- 
lowing bills; which were severally read, and 
ordered to a second reading: 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Leigel; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. John 
| Ramsey, deceased ; : 

A bill for the relief of James McCrory; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain John 
| Jordan, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Dr. Samuel Y. Me- 
Kean; 





| A bill for the relief of Moses Elmer; and 

| <A bill for the relief of Thomas Powell. 

| Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on In- 
| dian Affairs, to which was referred the petition 
| of William Smith, made an unfavotable report 
| thereon. 

| Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
| nance, to which was referred the memorial of the 
| Alabama, Florida, and Georgia Railroad Compa- 
| ny, reported a bill for the relief thereof; which 
| was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition of Frederick Gebhart; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the memorial of Alfred Vail, for the privilege 
of importing, free of duty, the apparatus for an 
electro-magnetic telegraph, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the communication from the 
| Secretary of the Treasury in relation to the modes 
of collecting and disbursing the revenues in for- 
eign Governments, made a report thereon, accom- 

nied by a resolution, which was agreed to; and, 
in concurrence therewith, ten thousand additional 
copies were ordered to be grins 





r. NORVELL, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutio Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Edward Wade; which was read, and ordered to 


a second reading. 

Mr. N. also, from the same committee, reported 
a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs-at-law 
of Captain Frederick M. Bell; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee 0” 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
Frederick de Russy, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof; which was 


agreed to. ; 
Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee 0 
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